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The superior “misery” in editorial life (after 
that aewantng money to pay honest debts fur labor per- 
formeds or materials furnished), is in having, with much 
application and frequent trimmings of the “mid-night 
lamp,” read over, examined and prepared a great deal 
of matter—to find the labor as if wholly lost, by a press 
of articles that may not be postponed—as is our case at this 
time. We have gleaned and gathered, or condensed, 
enough to filla whole sheet—all which must be omit- 
ted, and much of which will be “out of season” fora 
future publication. 

The legislatures of several states are now in session— 
and the materiel for a work like this, is overflowing. 
This is a wholesale apology for the apparent neglect of 
current articles. We have aimed at the insertion of 
those of most general interest—or, at least, of such as 
should be; but if no other new and prominent docu- 
ment is presented, we shall bring up some of the lee- 
way next week. We specially desired to give one 
letter from a Jerseyman, another from a JVorth Caro- 
linan and a third from a Lowisianian, in the present num- 
ber. But these wiil not suffer by a little delay. 





SCP That the documents accompanying the presi- 
dent’s message might be speedily laid before our rea- 
ders, in a convenient and connected manner, we have 
given to them another supplemen t—and, as our last, so 
the present number contains 24 closely printed pages. — 
It is pleasant to add, that the rather heavy extra expense 
of these supplements has been defrayed by additional 
subscribers received in its period. So that, if all the extra 
monies thus obtained has been given away, we now re- 
main as we were, in that important respect! 

We have taken all the liberty that we dared, con- 
sistent with the right of the Register, to condense 
or cut down the account of the procecdings of con- 
gress, offering many matters of much present interest 
and needful for reference, in shewing the operations 
of persons and parties: still, the details are very exten- 
sive. 

It will be seen that a proposition to reduce the duty 
on sugar was refused even to be considered, and by a 
very positive vote; and that another proposition to affeet 
several leading articles m the tariff, again including su- 
gar, was handsomely put down, at its beginning, in what 
Mr. McDufie would esteem a very uncourteous man- 
ner—delighted, as he must be, with the “want of respect 
shewn to the chief magistrate,” in the reference of 
those parts ot his message which relate to the bank of 
the United States, and the terrible power proposed in 
lieu of that institution; and so persons may be pleased or 
displeased by the operation of the same principles!— 
There is great difference between my hobby aud thy 
hobby—or the farmer’s bul! and the lawyer’s! A close 
lookiug at the yeas any nays, on these three questions, is 
very instructive. It L had time, f would throw all the 
names into a table, with such political classifications as 
would afford much amusement—to reflecting men, not 
mere politicians! 

Yet it may not be supposed that such favorite pro- 
jects are wholly abandoned. ‘They will appear in new 
shapes—but, probably, in every shape be voted down, 
ut the present short session—unfitted for the due consi- 
deration of matters so important, being also uncalled for, 
and forced, rather than presenting themselves, to the 
consideration of the national legislature. The grand 
contest may come on in 1831-2, and if so, both parties 
will be prepared for the emergency: yet things to hap- 
pen, during the present session, may have an imposing 
jufluence over future events. Caution is always the pa- 
rent of security—and, as the opponents of the great prin- 
ciples for which we are so zealous, can be rallied ina 
moment at the command of a leader, those on the other 
side should look well about them, and never be found 
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slumbering at their post. That the tariff might be im- 
proved, we have no doubt—but movements to that effect 
should be made by the friends of proteetion, or rather 
of reciprocity in our business with Europe; and not 
without much consideration, as to circumstances and 
time :—unless, yet further, if it shall appear necessary to 
enforce the execution of existing laws. To this all ho- 
nest men should agree. 

It was understood that the duty on sugar would be the 
pioneer of the new and contemptible policy adopted (we 
care not by whom) to “divide and command’ the ma- 
jority. It has been the poliey of tyrants from the first 
peopling of the earth after the flood, and will be the re- 
sort of felonious men until the end of time. Odbsta prin- 
cipiis, as Mr. Ritchie says. At the present **momen- 
tous crisis”? as Mr. Ritchie would say, (if we had not eur- 
ed him of finding one in every newspaper that he receiv- 
edl—filty per diem!) let us admit no detaching of parts, as 
recommended—but make our opponents “go the whole’’ 
against the whol-; and then we can well appreciate the 
result. ‘his is what J call ‘‘ju-di-ci-ous.”” The minori- 
ty have rights, and should be respected—but cann ot be 
allowed to rule the majority, unless in treason to the 
people. 

For my own part, I am sometimes, (for 2 moment 
only), so provoked into an evil spirit as to wish that the 
duty on sugar were nullificated by the doings of the 
south—though satisfied that the price would advance as 
the duty declined, because of the destruction of the 
domestic competition; for such nullification would 
speedily bring about annihilation to the prosperity of 
many nullifiers’ The owner of a little cotton mill in 
Rhode Island, (being abundantly supplied with cheaper 
cotton from Lourstana)—if fond of the chase, and by way 
of relaxation, might purchase some 10 or 20,000 acres of 
the present cotton lands of South Carolina, (abandoned 
to the old state of forest, or scrubby pine, in which it 
was)—and, by holding it a few years, have as fine a range 
for deer, or haunt for bears, as any of the minor German 
princes possess! But such spirit is instantly driven 
away, like a ‘foul fiend,” by the master-spirit which, I 
hope, influences me, and regards all the United States 
as having one interest. (Louisiana has the climate and 
soil to grow more cotton than all Europe will take of us, 
cheaper and better than South Carolina or Georgia, if 
the diversion of labor from the cultivation of sugar shall 
be made; by which the working-machines, or slaves, 
would be instantly reduced one-third their present va- 
lue, or price. Lut, and after all, what is this cotton, 
cotton, cotton, which is continually tingled in our ears? 
It looks large on the table of exports—but its whole 
value will not pay for the potatoes which the people of 
the United States consume; and the cabbages, turnips, 
parsnips, onions, cacumbers, watermelons, &c. are worth 
not less than this cotton, cotton, cotton. A person using 
40 yards of cotton goods in a year (a large allowance), 
will consume about 80 cents worth of cotton. How far 
will that sum go in supplying him with potatoes tor the 
whole year, or cabbages and onions, and so forth? Let 
the people look at it—and they will see that cotton is 
uot—the only thing of value! That this world is not 
made of cotton—nor of potatoes, whatever some in South 
Carolina or Ireland may think of it! 





*‘CHANGE OF POSITION.” If we remember correctly, 
judge Smith, a senator of the United States from South 
Carolina (superceded by Mr. Miller, after the 4th March 
next), was “durned dvwn’? in that state, a few years ago, 
because that he was an unbending champion of what are 
called ‘‘state rights’—it then being the opinion of the 
South Carolina politicians that the nudional government 
had power to do any thing, under that sweeping clause of 
the constitution which speaks of the “general welfare.” 
Lut the same persons seem to have discovered (m certain 
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most important respects), that they were entirely in the 
wrong!—that the federal government has no power which 
a single state may not nullify; that Delaware can undo 
any and every law of congress, and in relation to any or 
every matter or thing—gov. Miller, their organ, saying, 
“if congress has a right to pass on its Own power—so 
HAVE xyou”’—that is, the legislature of the state: and gov. 
Miller, thus taking all power for South Carolina, is too 


much a “state-rights’ man” to deny it to Delaware! | 


Suppose the latter, in the plenitude of this power, shall 
declare it unconstitutional to hold slaves, and null/fcace 
the idea of property in men? It must be admitted, that 
Delaware, if having a “right to pass on her own power,” 
may as well do thisas South Carolina pass upon any rule 
of the constitution or proceeding of congress, FEnther, 
and every, state, must have an equal power to construe 
the constitution; and the latter must, of necessity, be- 
come a mere bundle of absurdities—a bag of words, 
without ability to support itself, and perish of its own 
imbecility. But because that judge Smith now believes, 
as he always has believed, that the federal government 
has the power of sel/-preservation, he is again ‘turned 
down”? 
his‘‘radical” notions! Such are the jugglings of politics. 

And yet the party which opposed judge Smith, be- 
cause that he thought the states had some power, and 
have again put him down because believing that the 
states have not al/ power, make a precious exhibit of 
their own consistency, in supporting the bank of the 
United States, the institution of which all the old strict 
constructers of the constitution supposed to be the most 
delicate and difficult of all things to reconcile with the 
powers delegated, or retained, by the states! Shall Dela- 
ware NULLIFY this corporation? Shall she pass an act 
making it felony tor any person to enter her territory 
with one of the bills or notes of this bank in his posses- 
sion? ‘To establish offices at Delaware city, New Castle, 
&c. and forbid all eommunications between the parent 
bank at Philadelphia, and the branches at Baltimore, 
Richmond, Norloik, and the further south? Every body 
would laugh at an act so preposterous; but, 7/ the states 
have the power claimed by the new-lights of South Ca- 
rolina, Delaware, in her “sovereignty,’? may do all these 
things, and whatever else that she will! 


prize of their contents, nui/ifAcuting the use of them to 
the people of all other states! If the right to “pass on 
her own power” is “sovereign,” this may not be ques- 
tioned—for that right cannot have a limit, in the doc- 
trines of South Carolina. It is boundless as space—ad- 
mits of no umpire. But these doctrines are the foulest 
heresy ever engendered by political crawlers on the face 
of the earth—whose inconsistency is not less ridiculous 
than their objects are abominable. ‘There is a grossness — 
a brazenness, with respect to any regular or correct prin- 
ciple, in some of these men, that is without precedent, 


except in the passions of the monster-emperor, Paul of 


Russiamwhose mind had no medium between ehildish 
fondness and infernal hate. 


Bt PLEASE EXCHANGE,” ‘I his request is almost daily 


made of us, and sometimes complied with, by stopping | 


the exchange with another paper, not beneficial to us— 
but more often refused, as being altogether a loss: for, 
besides, the reception of a paper imposes something 
like an obligation to make ourselves acquainted with its 
contents, and this in no small burthen on our time. The 
editor of the Reaisrenr believes, that, for the last twenty 

ears (deducting any short periods in which he may have 
Sasa absent from home), he has labored not less than 
an average of sixty hours a week—his health being gene- 
rally such that he has hardly lost, in all that time, ten 
whole day’s labor, because of any sort of indisposition, 
except in two accidents that he met with. At present, 
he is at the desk more than ten hours a day—a large part 
of which is given up to the necessary reading of hun- 


y the same purty that rejected him, beeause of 





' 
; 








| 
| 
) 
| 


} 


| 





i 


Bresk open all | 
letters passing north or south, like the late duke of Bruns- | 
wick, or post-master Weirich, at Claysvilie, and make | 
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dreds of articles, the substance of which he desires to be | 


acquainted with, The reception of every additional 
peper either adds to this labor, or diverts some portion 
of it—and constitutes a chiet reason why it is prudent 
that his exchange list should be reduced rather than in- 
creased, Exchanges, however, are always made, on re- 








quest, when “the difference” is paid—if such difference 
is sufficient to pay the actual average cost of his num- 
bers issued. 

This explanation is again made, because of respect to 
the members of the profession. Too many papers are 
already received—they make powerful invasions on time, 
‘the most precious of all things” with men who have 
business todo. About 4,000 letters are annually receive 
ed at this office—they are all looked over by the editur; 
and, while those on mere business are referred to his 
friend who has charge of such concerns, there are others, 
not less than from 1,000 to 1,500 a year, which he must 
answer himseli—besides those on new business, some- 
times, and many in triendly correspondence—which lat- 
ter, by the way, he is compelled, and with great reluc- 
tance, much to postpone, or discontinue altogether, un- 
less in rather unceurteous brevity. 





Bank OF THE Unirep States. Just after the arrival 
of the president’s message at Philadelphia, it seems that 
the shares of this bank, which hada few days before been 
selling for more than 130 dollars, were actually sold for 
123!—LBut the vote in te house of representatives as to 
the reference of that part of the message, being virtually 
in resolute Opposition to the opinions of the president, 
has raised the stock nearly to its former price, 

We care not a straw for such speculations, or the spe- 
eulators; but were much surprised that, after the very 
uncourteous reception of his suggestions at the last ses- 
sion, and by both branches of the legislature, the 
president renewed them, to the same congress. The 
charter of the bank does not expire until long alter his 
own period of service; and surely, it will be time enough 
to determine whether it may be renewed or pot, when 
the bank shall ask for an extension of itscharter. ‘There 
may be some good reason for such early, and repeated, 
presentations of the question, but a large part of the ‘‘ori- 
ginal’ friends of the president in congress seem wholly 
at a loss to diseern it, as a earelul looking at the yeas and 
nays will shew, 

Never before did committees of Joti houses, and so 
constituted, act, as at the last session concerning the 
bank, and now again a fresh attention of the subject is 
voted down inslantur, by a large majority of the house 
ot representatives, in which there is a large majority of 
his political friends, se, in fact, that the president’s re- 
commendations should not be even considered: We 
would rather have a president for life than such a bank 
as is now suggested, though a great modification of the 
feartul power proposed in the former message. We 
should like to hear the “‘state-rights” tolks—creatures of 
circumstances, speak on this subject. If, as good eiti- 
zens, we shall give up our private opinion as to the con- 
stitutionality of this bank because that it has been settled 
in a constitutional way, we shall not be the less jealous 
of the power of such an institution, and will resist, to 
the utmost, any nearer association of it wHh the execu- 
tive of the United States. We hate nullificaxon, but 
have no love for consolidation. We well remember 
what has been, and have learned caution in oppression. 

ELECTIONEERING OFFICERS. The “Schenectady Cabi- 
net” says, that during the presidency of Mr. Jefferson, 
he caused the following circular to issue— 

Circular. ‘**Vhe president of the United States has 
seen with dissatisfaction, officers of the general govern- 
ment, taking, on various Oceusions, active parts in elec- 
tions of the public functionaries, whether of the general 
or of the state governments. Freedom of eleetion being 
essential to the mutual independence of governments, 
and of the different branches of the same government, 
so vitally cherished by most of our constitutions, it is 
deemed improper for officers depending on the execu- 
tive of the union to attempt to control or influence the 
tree exercise of the elective right. This I am instructed 
therefore to notify to all officers within any department, 
holding their appointments under the authority of the 
president directly, and to desire them to notity to all 
subordinate to them. ‘Khe right of any officer to give 
his vote at elections as a qualified citizen, is not meant to 
be restrained, nor, however given, shall it have any effect 
to his prejudice; but it is expected that he will not at- 
tempt to influence the yotes of others, nor take any part 


BEG ssseeeahncadlliaaeatan 


_ NILES? 





in the business of diitenniainas, that being deemed in- 
consistent with the spirit of the constitution, and his 
duties to it.”’ 

In his inaugural address, president Jackson gave us to 
expect a “correction of those abuses that have brought 
the federal government into conflict with the freedom of 
elections, ”’ ‘ke. and such, no doubt, was his intention; 
but never since the days of the “bf; iwk- cock: ide”? were 
the polls so devotedly hugged by federal officers s, in ordi- 
nary state, or county, or even w ard elections. ‘There 


en n_e 


were very few newly-made officers of the United States} 
that were not active at the last election for delegates 
from this city to the legislature of Maryland, and some 


furiously so even at the election for mayor! Several were 
violent, and one having, or being supposed to have, a pare 
ticular charge over certain persons, is understood to 
have farced them out to the polls, under very peculiar, 
if not cruel and disreputable circumstances. ‘These 
facts, | suppose, will not be contested, and they are men- 
tioned by way of record. 

Marne. The exact vote at the late election for a 
member of congress in this state, was not correctly re-| 
ported to us. [t now seems that Mr. Kavannah had 
2,169 votes, Mr. Shaw 1,712, and that there were 256 
scattering, majority for Mr. K.—2v0 1. 

The *'Kastern Argus” rejoices in this election as a tri- 
umph ‘fin favor of the policy of the present national ad- 
ministration and the free trade system, which must con- 
vince Mr. Clay and his commercial-destroying partizans | 
that they never can make head in this state’? (Maine. ) 


SE er ee 


RuopeE Isranp. We have the census of this stat 
complete. ‘The amount of the population is 97,216-—-in 
1820, $3,059-—increase 14,165, or at the rate of 16 per 


cent. in 10 years. 


Counties. 1820 1830. | 
Providence.. ovcccvcccesecccdD, Jac cccee esd Ul | 
Newport...cccceccoeseeessshi,77heeeeees 16,534 | 
Washington. .....eecceeee- 15,687........15, 414 | 
Webs seer cece eeer eee eee ee LU, 228. 66004612753 
Bes « 0 00:0 0 000 6066006 6 COREE 6s ov cass S488 | 

$0,059 7.236 | 
Providence (the town) contains 16,8352--inerease since | 


1820, 5,065--and the town of Newport has 8,010, incres 
same time, 697. Providence, county or town, is the chi 
seat of the manufactures of the state-—Newport has also 
revived, because of the estublishment of some interest- 
ing eraployments for the people. 

CONNECTICUT. Ww e learn that the population of this 
state is found to be 297,726. 


Increase. 
Tn 1790. 0 0ccecsce008as,947 
DBOD. ccccccees ocSdk WU. co0eeeclS,056 
US10. . 0 0cccceee eSO1, 942. . 20000 010.940 
eons Beato vie CORES PAS. oo 0000 015,306 
BESO oc cccvcc cc cOes ye aed vccccete, ate 
‘The dense population of this small state, will not per- 
mit avery large increase until certain others are more 
thickly settled, andl tens of thousands of farmers, me- 
chanics and manulacturers have leit and are still leaving 
it, and may be found in every state west and south ot | 
their native land: yet in the last ten years, the increase | 
was nearly as large as in the preceding twenty, doubt- 
less caused by increased employment in the factories, | 
We long since estimated the population of Connecticut | 
at 300, YOO "and that of Rhode Island at 95 ,000—togethe | 
395,000: the actual amount in these two adjoining “state S 
is 394,94 i2, or fifty eight less than our estimate, 
Vermont. Mr. Everett, at the second trial, has been 
re-elected to congress, as tollows— 


Anda few scattering. 

In the 4th congressional district, upon the second trial, | 
the votes as far as heard from, stand, for Swift, (antiema- | 
sonic), 1,981; for Allen, (national r 1,959; | 
for Baily, (Jackson), 1,659. lt is most probable that a 
choice has not yet been made. | 


For Mr. Everett (nat. rep.) 2,842 | 
Ransom (anti-masonic) 1,912 

2 ti - ' 

Partridge (Jackson) 647 | 

{ 

| 


publican), 
; 


| which 
‘the emporium of nations, the fruits of the prolific soil 


| which circans 
| excellent health, and_our planters 
_ 


' from Kentucky, 


| show ot 
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Detraware. The oheiliiien of this state is ascertain 
ed as follows: 
Counties. 1820. 1§30. 


New CBMERs 0 6.000 00066 087 BOs sc teeveann 716 
GE. + cocéeuke sb 3000s 93.0 cseeeeeun 911 
ND sn akc nie bi eeree » 24,057 564680600 7,118 








72,749 76,739 


Increase in 10 years, 3,990—We supposed the populas 


tion would amount ti » 80,000, in the present year, 
Norra Canorina. William P. Mangum, after ma- 
ny baHots, has meen elected a senator of the United 


States from this state, in place of Mr. Iredell, who re- 


tires after the 4th * lb next. ‘Lhe ballots were cone 
siderably scattered until the 4th, when Mr. Mangum 


had 89, Mr. Owen, (present governor) 89, and 16 scat- 
tering. On the final ballot, Mr. M. had 103, and gov, 
Owen 84 votes. 





Mississirprr. Mr. Poindexter has been elected by 
the legislature of this state to supply the vacancy in the 
senate of the United States, caused by the decease of Mr. 
Adams. 

Tne Rep River. Natchitoches, Nov. 5. The bold, 
rapid, and until now unfathomable stream, Red river, 
has for vears wafted on its tranquil bosom to 


through which it glides, owing tothe unparalleled dvought 
with which we have been visited during the last summer, 
has changed the course which it has run for centuries 
past, and is at present, and has been for many days, flow- 


And notwithstanding all 
village has been attended with 
boast of much better 
crops than they have had for many years, 


different direction. 


tunecs, our 
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SUPREME courT oF Tur U, 5. January term 1830— 
tule: ‘Phe court on the 2d day, ia each term, hereafter, 
will commence calling the cases for argument, in the 
ferder in which they stand on the docket, aud proceed 
i from day to day during the term, in the same order; and 
if the partir %, or cither of them, shal! be ready when the 
case is called, the same will be heard—and if neither 
party shall be ready to proceed in the argument, the 
cause shall go down to the foot of the docket, unless 


some good and satisfactory reason to the contrary shall 
be shown to the court.—That ten causes only shall be 
considered as liable to be called on each day during the 
term, including the one under argument, if the same shall 
not be concluded on the preeeding day.—No cause shall 
be taken up out of the order on the docket, or be set down 
for any particular day, except under special and pecue 
liar circumstances, to be shown to the court. Every 
cause which shall have been twice called, in its order, 
and passed, and put at the foot of the docket, shall, if 
not again reached during the term it was last called, be 
dismissed, and no longer continue on the docket, 


Copy test, 
Cannott, C. S. C. U.S. 


Wm. 


The U. 8. Telegraph says—We learn 
that Mr. Clay has gone to New Orleans 
tur the double purpose of superintending the election 
of a senator in congress from that state, and of making a 
f indifference as to the elections in Kentucky, to 
foree of his own defeat, or give greater eclat 


As 


‘Tuom 


Mr. Cray. 


| break the 


ito his triumph, should his well disciplmed force be ena- 


bled to place him in the United States’ senate! 

Wittiam B. Gites, esq., late governor of Virginia, 
and for many years a member of congress, or filling 
oiher important public offices, long afilicted by a severe 
malady, died at his seat in Albemarle county, Virginia, 
on the evening of the 4th inst. and suddenly, of a stroke 
of apoplexy—in the 69th year of his age. 


Mr. Raxpowen. It is now stated that this gentleman 
las not resigned, but intends to return to Russia in the 
spring—aad that his health ts improving, 








276 NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 18, 


—-— 


1i8ssO—INTERESTING ITEES.. 





Tas Noutirizrs. The following toast was drank at 
a public dinner given at Pittsburg to Mr. Kennedy, on 
his recent appointment to the bench of the supreme court 
of Pennsylvania: 

The nullifiers of the south—Like the prodigal son, 
may they scon return from the husks on which they 


have been feeding, and partake of the fat of their father’s 
land. 


Morper anv rirnacy. As the brig Vineyard of Boston, 
was on her way to New York, from New Orleans, with 
a full cargo of sugar and molasses, and 50,000 dollars in 
specie, being off the capes of Delaware,—the crew, be- 
cause of the money, murdered the captain, Thornbee, and 
the mate, Mr. William H. Robenson, in a most horrid 
manner, and threw them overboard before they were 
yet quite dead. They divided the money and placed it 
in ther bouts when off Long Island, scuttled and fired 
the brig, and made for the shore. One of the boats, 
with three men, and their share of the specie, was over- 
set or sunk—their money perished with its wretched 
masters! the other boat, with five men, reached Plat- 
bush, Long Island; where they buricd a part of their mo- 
ney in the sand, after filling their pockets, &e, One of 
these discovered the infamous proceedings, having had no 
hand in them, and the whole were secured, &c. A small 
ote only of the money has yet been found. The New 

ork papers were filled with relations concerning this af- 
fair. It seems that the captain and his crew were stran- 
fers, previous to the shipment of the latter; but one of 
the crew, who was drowned, is said to belong toa re- 
spectable family in the United States. [Omitied last 
week.) 





PITTSBURG is going on triumphantly, in the gene- 
ral success of the ‘‘American System.”’ Her popula- 
tion and wealth is rapidly increasing. Between the 3d 
and 7th inst. there were twelve arrivals and eleven de- 
partures of steam boats; and lately, in one week, five 
new boats, built and fitted at that port, left on their first 
voyage —two of them beautifully furnished and in a much 
improved manner, 
the boats, belonging to Pittsburg, are supplied with car- 
pering from the excellent factory of Mr. Given, at Car- 

isle. ‘Thus one branch of the domestic industry is al- 


ways linking itself unto others, and doing good to all 
and all persons, 


‘Tae GLoBeE,” a new daily paper, was issued at Wash- 
ington last week, edited by Mr. F. P. Blair, late editor 
of the Kentucky Argus. [t will support the adminis- 


tration—and, as if 2s suid, be opposed to the **Vele- | 


raph,” in certain personal preferences: and added, that 
r. Blair will be a candidate for the place of printer to 
congress. 


DANGEROUS COUNTERFEITS. ‘The following circular 
from the bank of the United States gives notice of some 
dangerous counterfeits of their notes— 

Bank United States, December 8, 1830. 

Srr—TI lose no time in apprisng you of the appearance 
at our counter, yesterday and to-day, of three most dan- 
gerous imitations of our $140 branch note, Washington 
and Franklin heads in the margin, two purporting to have 
been issued by the Washington, and one by the Savannah 
office. ‘The impressions are fainter, and the notes longer 
and broader than the original, but the filling and signa- 
tures are well executed. IL send you annexed our en- 
graver’s description of the minuter differences. 1 am 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wa. Itvainz, cahier. 

The scroll] at the top of the denomination dies is im- 
perfect, and the white lines of those dies are less distinct 
than in the original, ‘There is a marked difference be- 
tween the two fancy heads of the marginal dies and those 
of the original notes, also in the heads of Washington 
and Franklin, the former appearing in the counterfeit 
more like an outline than a finished engraving. 
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bold than the original. The same remarks will apply 
to the general appearance of the counterfeit. 


[WV. Y. American, 





Brier notices. The anti-masonie vote for speaker 


of the house of representatives of Pennsylvania, amount- 
ed only to 25, 


An article on banks and currency, in the American 





Quarterly Review, is understood to be the production of 
Mr. Gallatin. It is favorable to the bank of the United 
States, 

After along contest, Mr. Miller was elected pro tem. 
speaker of the senate of Ohio, over Mr. King, (anti-ad.) 
which Jatter was several times within one vote of being 
elected. Mr. Bell, (anti-ad.) was elected speaker of 
the house of representatives—for Mr. Bell 40—Mr, 














Patterson (ad.) 27—Mr. Kerby (anti-ad.) 4. 
The legislature of Missouri is not yet known to have 





it is worth mentioning, that ten of 


elected a senator. It seems very uncertain who would be 
chosen. 

Messrs. Rowan, Bibb, Test and Sevier, members ot 
congress, were all mueh injured by upsetting of stages, 
when travelling towards Washington; but have all arriv- 
ed there. 


A great meeting has been held in the city of New 
York, to favor the election of Hlenry Clay to the presi- 
dency of the United States. 

The bill for disposing of the Cherokee territory within 
the limits of Georgia, has passed the lower house of the 
legislature by a vote of 76to 55. It provides for the sur- 
vey of the lands and their division into tracts of 160 acres 
each, which tracts are to be distributed by lottery among 
the qualified citizens of Georgia. 

From South Carolina, we learn that James Hamilton, 
jr. has been elected governor of that state. The votes, 
in joint ballot of both branches of the legislature, were, 
for Mr. Hamilton, 93—for col. Manning, (formerly 
governor), 67—exhibiting only twenty-six vetes majority 
tor ‘*going the whole.” 

The exact majority for gen. MeArthur, as governor of 
Ohio, appears to be 1,660. 

It seems probable that the population of Ohio does not 
exceed 900,000—being 100,00U short of the number at 
which it had been estimated. ‘The body of emigration 
has been further west, and a good many persons even of 
Ohio, have thought they wanted more room! 

Mr. Crittenden has been elected speaker of the house 
of representatives of Kentucky, without opposition. 

Several ballots had been taken, without success, to 
elect a senator of the United States from Pennsylvania, 
Latter the 4th March next. Many candidates were pro- 
| posed. Messrs, Denny, McKean and Hawkins, were 

the most prominent. 


‘The population of North Carolina is about 750,000, 
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INTERESTING ITEMS. 

Fatal duel. A New Orleans paper of November 3, 
says—L. Marigny’s eldest son Gustavus, was killed in 
a duel 10 days ago, by young Lanusse. They fought 
ten minutes with the small sword, then resorted to pis- 
tols, exchanged shots without effect, and again renewed 
the small sword. After a few thrusts, they were both 
wounded. Lanusse dangerously and Marigny mortally. 
Ife died a few minutes after receiving the wound, 

Grapes. The cultivation of the vine is extensively 
increasing. One hundred thousand pounds of grapes 
are sail to be annually raised in the neighborhood of 
Boston. 

Silk in Bavaria. Above two millions of sapling 
mulberry trees are thriving in Bavaria. A full grown 
tree yields a hundred pounds weight of leaves; but only 
one half is gathered in a season; so that the proprietors 
of these nurseries, if all the trees attain to maturity, 
will glean one hundred million pounds of leaves annu- 
ally.” ‘he worms from a pound of eggs, when proper- 
ly fed, consume half a ton of leaves, and yield at least 





fifty pounds of cocoons, or five pounds of wound silk.— 
Chere | The product of these two millions of trees, it nothing 


is a want of uniformity in the marginal die work sur- | hinder their prospering, will therefore amount to five 
rounding the heads, &e. 


oul The words ‘Bank of the | hundred thousand pounds weight of silk, in value from 
United States,” in the body of the note, are much lees | £500,000 to £1, 100,000, sterling. 
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A natural conclusion. In the grand pageant of the 
26th, the students of Columbia college made a very im- 
posing and interesting appearance in the procession, 
Gressed in their black gowns. After the procession had 
entered Waslrington square, and the students had taken 
their station near the stage, the mob, in defiance of all 
order, clambered by hundreds over the paling, and made 
a rush to get uponthe stage. A gang of rude young- 
sters intruded upon the students, who, afler submitting 
for some time to their taunts and insults, found it ne- 
cessary, in self defence, to “floor” a few of the most 
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troublesome, which was done very scientifically, “wo 
Duteh lads from Bergen, standing a short distance, and 
observing the squabble, the eldest caught the younger 
by the hand and eried out: ‘*Come along, Hons; dare is 
drouple clost py. Don’t you zee all dem are ministers, 
mid their plack gownson? ‘They are vighting yust like 
young tyvels! [M. ¥. E. Post. 

Albany city and county. The city contains 24,216 
inhabitants—the rest of the county 29,321 —total 53,537. 
Increase since 1825, five years, 10,716—8,245 of which 
in the city only. 

Count de Survilliers (Joseph Bonaparte) has sent to 
the editor of the New York Courier des Etus Unis, the 
sum of one hundred dollars for the Spanish emigrants 
in that city, and the same sum for the funds of the Freach 
benevolent society. 

Raft of the Red river. Tiis extraordinary obstruc- 
tion to the navigation of a noble stream, is being remov- 
ed under charge of lieut. Seawell, of the U.S. engi- 
neers, who has about 100 hands employed in the work, 
in pursuance of an act of congress appropriating $25,00U 
for the removal of the raft. If this raft is not Jocul—we 
ure at a loss to know what is! But we wish that its lo- 
eality may be wholly destroyed. 

In the New York procession, there was a barouche in 
which Williams, the only survivor of the captors of An- 
dre—Enoch Crosby, the original Harvey Birch—An- 
thony Gilean, an officer of the navy of the revolution, 
bearing the identical standard of the United States which 
was hoisted by him immediately on the British evacuat- 
ing the city in 1783—and Alex. Whaley, was a great at- 
traction; and these veterans seemed cheered and grati- 
fied by the attentions of which they were the objects. 
After them, came Mr. John Van Norsdale, on horseback. 
On the evacuation of the city in 1783, Mr. Van Norsdale 
pulled down the British flag, and ran the halliards with 
which Mr. Glean hoisted the American standard, 

The extent of the procession may be gathered from 
the fact that 1,036 horses were employed in it. 

The cotton factory, at Nassau, near Troy, has been 
destroyed by fire. 

Michigan territory is in the full tide of success. Its 
population is estimated at 38,000 souls; and $95,000 have 
been received from the sale of public lands since April 
last. There are 60 physicians; as many lawyers; 28 
clergymen, besides 5 missionary stations—and no slaves. 

Singular fact.—There are now residing on Crane 
island, in the St. Lawrence, two families in the same 
house; of which the father of one is brother to the mo- 
ther of the other. Each family has five children—in 
one all are sons, and all deaf and dumb; in the other 








all are daughters, and all deaf and dumb; making ten 
persons in one house all deat and dumb; all cousins, and 
all the persons who are thus related. [Conn. Mir. 

Hogs—twenty thousand are said lately to have been 
on the road at one time, marching for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Rhind’s Arabian studs. It is now said that these 
valuable animals were not presented by the sultan to Mr. 
Rhind, and so will not have to be deposited in the office 
of the secretary of state! 

Births extraordinary.—Doctor Graham, of Vittoria, 
an experienced aceoucheur, in the London distriet, on 
the 5th ultimo, delivered the wife of Mr. Bennett, of 
Charlotteville, in said district, of three fine boys; who, 
as well as the mother, are doing well. The oldest is 
called ** Sir,” the second ‘John, and the third ¢* Col- 
borne.” Mr. Bennett being in indigent circumstances, 
it is expected that his excellency the lieutenant governor 
will give each of the boys a grant of Jand. Ata previ- 
ous birth Mrs, Bennett was delivered of twins. 


[Gore Upper Canada Balance. 





Splendid sight. “lwo hundred and torty-seven sail of 
vessels of all denominations, were seen from the obser- 
vatory at 1 o’clock this day, all under way at the same 
moment of time. 

{ Boston Transcript of Tuesday last week. 

Aged soldiers. A correspondent of the Nashville Re- 
publican states that in Franklin county, Tennessee, there 
are nine revolutionary soldiers, with all of whom he is 
acquainted; and of whom the youngest is sixty nine years 
old. ‘The ages of the three eldest are, one hundred and 
four, one hundred and three, and ninety-nine. All are 
extremely poor. 

New York city. The late census of this city is not 
yet fully added up, but it is thought that the whole po- 


pulation will be over 215,000! A greater inerease than 
was expected, 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATEs 

December 6. Vhis day, at twelve o’clock, the roll 
having been called over by the secretary of the senate, 
(Walter Lowrie), the following members appeared in 
their seats: 

From Maine—Mr. Holmes and Mr: Sprague. 

From New Hampshirve—Mr. Bell and Mr. Wood- 
bury. 

From Vermont—Mr. Seymour. 

From Massachusetts—Mr. Silsbee. 

Fiom fsshode Istand—Mr. Knight and Mr. Robbins. 

Fivom Connecticut—Myr. Foot and Mr. Willey. 

From New York—Mr. Dudley. 

From New Jerseu—Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Freling- 
huysen, 

From PennsylvaniamMr. Marks. 

From Delaware—Mr, Naudain, 

From Maryland—Mr. Chambers and Mr. Smith. 

From Virginia—Mr. Tyler. 

From North Carolina—Mr. Iredell and Mr. Brown. 

From Georgia—Mr. Troup. 

From O/io—Mr. Burnet and Mr. Ruggles. 

From ‘Uennessee-——Mr. Grundy and Mr. White. 

From Indiana—Mr. Hendricks and Mr. Noble. 

From Lousiana—Mr. Johnston. 

From Illinois—Mr. Baker and Mr. Kane. 

from Alabama—Mr, King. 

From Missouri—Mr. Barton and Mr. Benton, 

From Mississippi—Mr. Ellis and Mr. Poindexter, 

A quorum being present, Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
presicent pro tempore, in the absense of the vice presi- 
dent, took the chair, and called the senate to order, pre- 
cisely at twelve o’clock, 

‘Lhe credentials of Mr. Baker, of Hlinois, and Mr. 
Poindexter, of Mississippi, appointed members of the 
senate by the governors of their respective states, to fill 
vacancies occasioned by the death of Mr. McLean and 
Mr. Adams, were presented and read. 

The cyedentials of Mr. Forsyth, elected by the legis- 
lature of Georgia to the senate, for six years from the 
3d of March, 1831, were also presented and read. 

On motion of Mr. Aing, otf Alabama, it was 


Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the hoase of representa: 


tives that a quorum of the senate is assembled and ready to pros 
ceed to business. 


The secretary returned, and informed the senate that 
the other house had adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve 
o*clock. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, of Maine, the secretary 
was directed to supply the members with newspapers 
for the session, not exceeding iu the price of three daily 
papers to each member. 

‘The senate then adjourned dnt to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, 

December 7. A message was received from the house 
of representatives, informing the senate that a quorum 
of that house had assembled, and were ready to proceed 
to business. 

On motion of Mr. Woodbury, of New Hampshire, the 
thirty-fourth rule of the senate was so far suspended, as 
to authorize this house, in the absence of the vice-pre- 
sident to appoint, by ballot, a chairman of the committee 
on finance. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for a chairman of that 


committee, and Mr. Smith, of Md, was declared duly 
elected, 
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The following standing committees were then an- 
nounced from the ebair. 

On foreign relations—Messrs. Tazewell, Sanford, 
White, Bell, King. 


On finance—Messrs. Smith, of Md. Smith, of S. C. | 


Silsbee, King, Johnston. 

On commerce— Messrs. Woodbury, Johnston, Silsbee, 
Sanford, Forsyth. 

On manufactires--Messrs. Dickerson, Ruggles, Knight, 

Seymour, Bibb. 

On agriculture—Messrs. 
Brown, Seymour. 

On military affeirs— Messrs. Benton, Barnard, Troup, 
Naudain, Iredell. 

On the mititia—Messrs. Barnard, Frelinhuysen, Clay- 
ton, Noble, Bibb. 


Marks, Willey, Noble, 


On naval affairs—Messrs, Hayne, Tazewell, Rob- | 


bins, Livingston, Webster. 

On public lands—Messrs. Barton, M’Kinley, Kane, 
Ellis, Sprague. 

On private land claims—Messrs. Kane, Burnet, Poin- 
dexter, Grundy, Naudin, 

On Indian affairs—Messrs, White, Troup, Hend- 
ricks, Dudley, Benton. 

On Claims—Messrs. 
Brown. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Rowan, McKinley, Web- 
ster, Hayne, Frelinghuysen. 

On the post office and post roads—Messrs. Grundy, 
Burnet, Forsyth, Ellis, Seymour. 

On pensions—Messrs. Foot, Llolmes, Marks, Chase, 
Chambers. 

On the district of Columbia—Messrs. Chambers, Ty- 
ler, Holmes, Clayton, Sprague. 

On the contingent fund—Messrs. Iredell, Baker, 
Knight. 

On engrossed bills— Messrs. Marks, Willey, Baker. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. tLendricks, ‘Vyler, 
Ruggles, Dudley, Poindexter. 

Alter appointing the usual committees to wait on the 
president, &c. who promptly reported, that the presi- 
dent would this day make a communication in writing-- 
and the message, (as recorded in the proceedings of the 
house last week), being received—5,000 copies of the 
message, and 1,500 of the accompanying documents, 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the senate. 

The bill authorizing a subscription to the Louisville 
end Portland canal, returned by the president with ob- 
jections to it, was laid on the table. 

The senate then adjourned till to-morrow. 

December 8, ‘Vhe annual statement of the secretary 


of the senate, of the expenditures and contingent fund of | 


this house, for the current year, was received, referred to 
the appropriate committee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bel/, of New Hampshire, presented several pe- 
titions from revolutionary soldiers, which were referred 
to the committee on pensions. 

On motion of Mr. Johnston, of Louisiana, so much of 
the president’s message as relates to finance, was referred 
to the committee on finance. 

On motion of Mr. White, of Tennessee, so much of 
the message as relates to Indian afluirs, was referred to 
the committee on Indian affairs. 


On motion of Mr. Grundy, of Tennessce, so much of 


the message as relates to the post office department, was 


referred to the committee on the post office and post | 


roads. 

On motion of Mr. Barion, of Missouri, so much of 
the message as relates to the public lands, was referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Jl dite, of Tennessee, so much of 
the message as relates to the foreign relations of the 
country, was referred to the committee on foreign re- 
lations, 

On motion of Mr. fobdins of Rhode Island, so much 
of the message as relates to naval affairs, was referred to 
the committee on naval affairs. 


; ‘ 2 . , i 
On motion of Mr. J} oodbury, of New Hampshire, so | 


much of the message as relates to commerce, was re- 
ferred to the committee on commerce, 


On motion of Mr. Dickerson, of New Jersey, so much | 


Ruggles, Bell, Chase, Foot, | 
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On motion of Mr. Chambers, of Maryland, so much 
of the message as relates to the District of Columbia, was 
_referred to the committee on the District of Columbia. 
| On motion of Mr. Hendricks, of Indiana, so much of 
the message as relates to roads and canals, and the im- 
provement of the country, was refered to the committee 
;on roads and canals. 
| On motion of Mr. Troup, of Georgia, so much of the 
message as relates to military affairs, was referred to the 
committee on military sffars, 

The senate then adjourned till 12 o’clock to-morrow. 


Plecember 9. Several petitions were presented— 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to consider the 
state of the current Coins, and to report sueh amendments of the 
existing Jaws concerning coins as may be deemed expedient. 

Mr. Sanford, Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Ledell, Mr. Wood- 
iburyand Mr. Clayton, were appointed this committee 
} under the resolution. 

A message was announced from the president of the 
United States, received by A. J. Donelson, esq. his pri- 
vate secretary. ‘The president of the senate stated that 
it was on executive business. 

[The doors of the senate were then closed half an 
hour.) 

Mr. Ellis, of Mississippi, noticed the decease of his 
' Jate colleague, Ftobert JI. Adams, and pronounced a brief, 
| but neat, culogium of him. Atter which he proposed 
the following resolution which was unanimously adopt- 
\ed— 
| Resolved, unanimously, That the members ofthe senate, from a 
| desire of showing every mark of respect to the memory of the ho- 
; norable Robert H. Adams, deceased, late a senator of this body 


from the state of Mississippi, will go into mourning for one month, 
| by wearing crape on the ieft arm. 
| 
| 
| 








Mr. Aane, of Ilinois, then spoke of the deeease of 
his late colleague, John McLean, and rendered a ree 
spectful tribute to his memory—after which a resolution, 
as in the ease of the late Mr. Adams, was unanimously 
passed, and, in further respect for the deceased, the se 

} nate immediately adjourned until IL o’clock, on Monday 
next, 


December 13. Among others, Mr. Sanford present- 
ed a memorial from the passed midshipmen in the navy 
of the United States, complaining of the insufficiency of 
their pay, and praying for an increase of the same. The 
memorial was referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Baker, of Illinois, presented three resolutions. 1, 
to enquire into the expediency of establishing a number 
of mail routes in the state of Illinois—2, to enquire into 
the expediency of forming two additional land offices in 
the same state, defining the limits of their operation to 
certain districts, and for continuing in force certain acts 
for the relief of purchasers of the public lands. And 3d, 
to cnquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to improve the harbor of Chicago, and of making a sure 
vey of the Kaskaskia river. 

Another petition was presented on behalfof the owners 
of vessels sunk in the defence of Baltimore, in the late 
war. Referred. 





Mr. Chambers presented a petition from Salvator Pi- 
nister, proposing to erect an allegorical temple, which 
he calls “Triumph of the United States, and a Monu- 
ment of Washington,” opposite the eastern front of the 
capitol, if patronised by congress. ‘The petition was ree 
ferred to the committee on the district of Columbia. 

Messrs. J) codbury, Robbins and Frelinghuysen were 
appointed joint members of the library committee, 

A message was received from the house of represen- 
tives, announcing the adoption by that house of a replica- 
tion to the answer and plea of judge Peck to the article 
of impeachment exhibited against him by them. 

At twelve o’clock the court of impeachment for the 
‘trial of judge Peck, of Missouri, was opened in due 
‘form, by proclamation from the marshal of the District 
‘of Columbia. The senators were ranged on two seats of 
| benches, covered with green cloth, to the right and lelt 
of the chair occupied by the president of the senate, 

On motion of Mr. Hoodbury, the secretary was ore 
dered to inform the house of representatives, that the 
senate had organized itself into a court of impeachment 





of the message as relates to manufactures, was referred | for the trial of James H. Peck, judge of the district 


to the committee on manulactures, 


court of the United States for the district of Missouri, 








and were ready to proceed to the trial: and that seats 
had been prepared for the reception and accommodation 
of the members of the house of representatives on the 
occasion. [These seats consist of benches, covered with 
green cloth, and regularly arranged in a semi-circular 
form in the body of the senate chamber, presenting an 
uniform and handsome appearance. } 

Shortly after the order was passed, the respondent, 
accompanied by Mr. Wirt and Mr. Meredith, his coun- 
sel, appeared at the bar of the senate. They were con- 
ducted to seats, with a table before them, prepared tor 
their convenience, nearly fronting the chair, but rather 
to its left. 

In a few minutes, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Mc Diffie, 
Mr. Spencer and Mr. IWickliffe, managers to conduct 
the impeachment on the part of the house of represen- 
tatives, also came in, and took their seats to the right of 
the chair, but nearly in front. Mr. Storrs, the other 
manager did not appear. 

Mr. Buchanan rose and said, that the managers on 


the part of the house of representatives were ready to | 


present the replication of that house, to the answer and 
plea of James H. Peck, judge of the district court of the 
United States for the district of Missouri, to the articles 
of impeachment exhibited against him by that body. The 
honorable gentleman then read the replication as fol- 
lows: 

‘*The house of representatives of the United States, 
faving considered the answer and plea of James H. 
Peck, judge of the district court of the United States 
for the district of Missouri, to the articles of impeach- 
ment against him, by them exhibited, in the name of 
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third a member of the house of representatives. ‘The 
legislature were to assemble in November, and would 
probably not adjourn ull January. The respondent then 
addressed a memorial to the governor of that state, state 
ing the circumstances of the ease, and the materiality of 
the testimony of the witnesses who were members of the 
legislature; and he asked the governor to convene the 
legislature earlicr than the usual period, in order that 
these members might, in good time, be enabled to pers 
form the double duty of legislators and witnesses. ‘he 
governor declined a compliance with this request. The 
respondent addressed a sceond memorial to the governor, 
and received a second refusal. As the only alternative 
left him, he then procured their depositions. Mr. Law- 
less was present when they were taken before a judge 
of the state of Missouri, and enjoyed the privilege of 
cross-examining them, The depositions were now in the 
possession of the secretary of this honorable court. The 
counsel for the respondent, as far as depended on them, 
were ready to proceed to the trial, if the managers on 
the part of the house would consent that those deposi- 
tions should be received and read as evidence. Mr. 
Meredith cited a precedent to show that this course, 
with the consent of both parties, could be pursued. If 
the managers would not agree to let the depositions be 
read as evidence, he should then have another motion to 

make, which it would be time enough to mention after 
their decision should be ascertained, 

Mr. Spencer considered the excuse of the respondent 
for the non-attendence of the witnesses in question as une 
satisfactory. ‘Their duty as witnesses in this court, was 
paramount to their duty as members of the legislature of 











themselves, and of all the people of the United States, 


reply, that the said James H. Peck is guilty, in such | mn é 
: 'the respondent, that if they would give them an oppore 
tunity to examine the depositions, they would then de- 


manner as he stands impeached; and that the house of 
representatives will be ready to prove their charges 
against him, at such convenient time anc place as shall 
be appointed for that purpose.” 

Mr. Buchanan then, on behalf of the managers, re- 
quested the names of the witnesses on the part of the 
house of representatives to be called. The secretary ac- 
cordingly called them; most of them answered the call— 
two or three proved to be absent. 

Mr. Buchanan, in answer toan enquiry from the chair, 
whether the managers were ready to proceed with the 
trial, said that it had been their anx‘ous wish to proceed 
this morning; but that an unexpected accident would 
prevent it. Mr. Hempstead, a toaterial witness, had, in 
travelling through New Jersey, had his collar bone 
broken. In attempting to remove him, it had again been 
broken. Ue was now, however, in Philadelphia, under 
medieal care, and would be able in afew days to come 
on. Another reason for a postponement was, the ab- 
sence of one of the managers, (Mr. Storrs), who was 
expected to-morrow, By Wednesday, he thought, they 
would be ready for trial. 
rival of Mr. Hempstead by that day; but the examination 
of the other witnesses, and other proceedings, would oc- 
cupy two er three days; and by that time Mr. Hempstead 
would probably arrive. 


Mr. Meredith, one of the counsel of the respondent, 
desired that the list of witnesses on his behalf might be 
called, in order that it might be ascertained whether 
they were present. ‘They were accordingly called, but 
only a part answered to their names. 

The president enquired whether the respondent had 
any objection tothe proposed postponement of the trial 
until Wednesday? 

Mr. Meredith rose, and replied, that the counsel for 
the respondent had no objection to the postponement. 
Whether they would be ready for the trial by Wednes- 
day, would depend on a matter which he would, at this 
time, take the liberty to mention to this honorable court. 
After the adjournment of the court at the last session, 
the respondent found that three witnesses, whom he 
deemed material for his defence, had been elected to 
the legislature of Missouri. Process, however, had been 
served upon them before they were elected. 

They were subsequently of opinion that they could not 
altend licre, because they considered their legislative du- 
ties as paramount to their duty as witnesses. “lwo of 


them were members of the senate of Missouri, and the 








| 
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They did not expect the are | 


Missouri. Waiving this object, however, the managers 
on the part of the house, would say to the counsel for 


cide whether they could be received and read as evidences 
and if they could be so received, the managers should be 
willing to dispense with the personal attendance of the 
witnesses. It required the production of no precedent 
to decide whether, with the consent of parties, a deposi- 
| tion could be received as evidence, That wasa matter 
of course. 

The counsel for the respondent assented to the propo- 
sition of the managers, 

Mr. Jleredith suid, he had been mistaken, The dee 
positions were still in the hands of the judge before whom 
they were taken, and who was here asa witness, 

Judge Carr was then called and sworn. He testified 
| that the depositions which he had just handed to the secre- 
|tary, had been taken before him, as judge of the third 
judicial districtof Missouri. Both parties were present 
, when they were taken. He had then sealed them up, 
and they had been in his possession until this time. 

Mr. Meredith said, that the counsel for the respone 
dent would want copies of two of the depositions. 

Mr. Spencer suggested, that if copies of the deposi 
| tions were to be taken, it would probably be necessary to 
}adjourn the court ull Monday next. 

‘The secretary was ordered to furnish copies of the dee 
positions to both parties. 

On motion of Mr. Aing, of Alabama, the secretary 
was then directed to inform the house of representatives, 
that the cuurt for the trial of the impeachment of judge 
Peck had adjourned until Monday next at 12 o’clock, 
when they would be ready to proceed further with the 
trial. 

‘The senate then adjourned till to-morrow. 

December 14. Mr. Bernard, of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Chase, of Vermont, Mr. Clayton, of Delaware, and Mr 
Forsyth, of Georgia, apppeared yesterday and took their 

esterday, 


seats, 

‘The message ot the president, received PI 
transmitted copies of the treaty of indemnity for spoliae 
tions with Denmark, which was ratified by the senate at 
the last session. 

The President of the senate presented the following 
memorial, which was read and referred to the committee 
on roads and canals: 

To the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States, in congress assembled: 

The memorial of the Baltimore and Ohio rail toad 

company respectfully represents, that your memorialists 


| 
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have, in the prosecution of the work in which they are 
en , completed and put in operation a rail way upon 
the first division of their road, extending a distance 
of thirteen miles, over, as they believe, the most extensive 
and difficult part of the entire line between the city of 
Baltimore and the Ohi river. The construction of the 
road upon the remaining distance between that city and 
the Potomac river, embracing about fifty miles, is also in 
such forwardness as to warrant your memorialists in be- 
lieving that it will be completed with one set of tracks 
to the “Point of Rocks,” by the end of the year 1831. 
A branch rail way to the city of Frederick, it is also ex- 
pected will be finished within the same time. 

Your memorialists further represent, that, from actual 
experiments, made upon that portion of their road now, 
and during the last six months in daily operation, as well 
as from experiments on similar works in Europe, it has 
been fully demonstrated, that, by means of locomotive 
steam power, railways afford a more efficient, economi- 
eal, and expeditious conveyance, both for passengers and 


merchandise, than any other mode hitherto discovered 
by human ingenuity. 


Induced by these considerations, and believing that 
the requisite funds can be provided without interfering 
with the progress of the main line of their road to the 
Ohio river, your memorialists have decided to avail them- 
selves of the privilege conferred by their charter to con- 
struct a lateral or branch railway from some eligible point 
on the road now completed, to the District of Columbia, 
adapted to the use of locomotive steam engines, by which 
they calculate that the distance between Washington and 
Baltimore may be safely passed within two hours, or even 
within less time, and at un expense greatiy below the 
present cost. 

A railway is now under construction across the penin- 
sula between the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, which, 
when completed, will establish a communication between 
Baltimore and Philadelphia within nine or ten hours. 
The time of passage between Washington and Philadel- 
phia will, therefore, aided by the work contemplated by 
four metnorialists, then be reduced to less than twelve 
sours; and when the same mode of conveyance, now in 
contemplation between Philadelphia and New York shall 
be established, that distance may be passed in eight hours 
more. ‘The speed and facility of intercourse, which will 
thus be obtained between the seat of the general go- 
vernment and those three great commercial emporiums, 
eannot fail to be of the highest importance to the whole 
nation. 
€ Your memorialists, therefore, request that they may be 
authorised by congress to continue the projected branch 
or lateral railway from the line of the District of Colum- 
bia, to such point or points within the same, as shall be 
found most eligible and convenient to the public, with 
the same privileges and powers as have been accorded 
to them by the concurrent acts of the states of Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland and Virginia. 

Several petitions of a private or local nature, were 
presented and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, the following resolution 
was adopted, and the committee to whom it was reterred 
consists of Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Wood- 
bury, Mr. Seymour and Mr. Grundy: 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as relates to 
the distribution of the surplus funds of the United States, after 


the payment of the national debt, be referred toa select commit- 


tee, to consist of five members, and to report thereon by bill or 
other wise. 


Mr. Benton introduced a bill to authorise the mount- 
ing and equipment of a part of the army not exceeding 
ten companies, which was ordered to a second reading. 

The rev. Henry Van Dyke Johns was elected chaplain 
to the senate for the current session. 

The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. Baker were 

eed to. 


The senate spent some time in executive business— 
and then adjourned. 


December 15, Mr. Sanford made a report to regu- 
late the value of gold eoins, with a bill—both which we 
expect to publish. {The object, we believe, isto raise the 
the value of gold, as compared with silver, to the Eu- 
ropean standard, that our own eagles, and their parts, 
muy remain for the home-circulation—an object very 


| 











a= 
desirable, and especially ia the présent prospect of ob- 
taining Lome-supplies of the precious metal. } 

Many resolutions were offered of a miscellaneous or 
private character. 

The senate took up for consideration the following re- 
solution, which was yesterday submitted by Mr. Clay- 
ton: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine and re- 
port the present condition of the post office department, in what 
manner the laws regulating that department are administered; the 
distribution of labor; the number of clerks, and the duties assigned 
to each; the number of agents; where and how employed; the 
compensation of contractors; and, generally, the entire manage- 
ment of the department; and whether further, and what legal 


provisions may be necessary to secure the proper admivistraton 
of its affairs. 


This produed a considerable debate. Mr. White wish- 
ed it referred to the committee on post-offices and post- 
roads. Mr. Clayton objected, because of their numerous 
duties. Mr. White supported bis opinion as to the re- 
ference. Mr. Holmes favored the reterence to a special 
committee, and, among other things said—-lt'had beer 
understood that a new bureau for removals and appoint- 
ments had been established in the post office department; 
a bureau, which, for brevity, might be called the bureau 
of proscription. It has hid a good deal to do: It has 
done a good deal. Its business must be nearly at an end. 
All had probably been touched by it, whom it could well 
lay its handson. Its services might now perhaps be dis- 
pensed with. He also hoped that the time would soon 
come when the department could pay all the expendi- 
tures with the receipts of the year. It appeared that 
upwards of eighty thousand dollars had been taken out 
of the surplus fund to defray the expenses. He ad- 
mitted that this fund had been also heretofore diminish- 
ed; but he trusted that it might not be hereafter necessa- 
ry to apply to it. 

Mr. Grundy, a member of the post-office committee, 
expressed indifference as to the disposition of the reso- 
lution —but it its consideration were assigned to that com- 
mittee, he would be willing to engage in it,&c. Mr. Holmes 
rose again, and supported what he had previously said—— 
he thought it well that the senate should take a ‘‘peep be- 
hind the executive curtain’—that mistakes, errors and 
abuscs might have crept into the post-office department, 
&e. Mr. Noble spoke severely of complaints against this 
department, and made pretty direct charges of mal-ad- 
ministration; the sooner the Augean stable was cleanse«d 
the better. Mr. Sell spoke of many complaints against 
this department—they deserved attention; it was due to 
all parties that a special committee should be appointed, 
&e. Mr. Aing was no apologist for any department, 
and said that the head of the post-office establishment 
would not shrink from any enquiry—but urged the re- 
ference of the resolution to the post-office committee. 
Mr. Clayton expressed a hope, that gentlemen would 
not suppose that he wished to take this enquiry from the 
committee on the post-office and post-roads, because of 
any want of confidence in them. He had no such idea, 
Because he had confidence in that committee, did it fol- 
low that this special and laborious investigation should 
be referred to them? ‘The same argument would ap- 
ply with equal force against the reference of any other 
proposition to a special committee. Were not other 
standing committees composed also of honorable men? 
The objection, if it were sound, would apply on all oc- 
casions, &c. Mr. King made a few remarks, to which 
Mr. Clayton rejoined. Mr. White thought there was 
nothing in this resolution to take it out of the general 
rule—that the post-office committee had as much Jeisure 
as any other, and was familiar with the business of the 


department, &c. Mr. Chambers was fora select come 
mittee: 


He believed that if a standing committee had even 
taken up any subject like that contemplated by the reso- 
lution, a Knowledge ot it had never passed beyond the 
walls of the room in which they had deliberated. Du- 
ties specifically belonging to a standing committee, should 
go to it as a matter of course; but the proposed enquiry 
was one which was peculiarly appropriated toa special 
committee. He did not mean to compliment—all the 
members on this floor stood on an equal footing. His 
objection was not to the integrity of the post-office com- 
mittee; but they had not been selected with a view to this 


° 
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investigation. This was a question of selection; and he 


should vote for the resolution as offered by his honorable 
friend from Delaware. 


‘The question on the motion to amend, so as to refer 


the resolution to the committee on the post office and 


post roads, was taken by yeas and nays, and the vote was | 


18 yeas, and 20 nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Benton, Brown, Dickerson, Dudley, 
Ellis, Gruniy, Hendricks, Iredell, Kane, King, Poindexter, San- 
ford, Smith. of Md Troup, Tyler, White, Woodbury—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Burnet, Chambers, Chase, Clay- 
ton, Foot. Frelinghuysen, Holmes, Johnston, Knight, Marks, Nau- 
dain, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Sprague, Wil- 
ley--20. 


The original resolution, as offered by Mr. Clayton, 
was then adopted. 

Mr. Zell then moved that a committee of five be ap- 
pointed by ballot, to take charge of the resolution. 

Mr. Grundy enquired of the chair what was the rule 
of the Senate, in relation to the appointment of commit- 
tees? 

The president read the rule, by which it appeared that 
the power to appoint committees belonged to the chair. 
That power, however, could be exercised by the senate, 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Grundy said that would not be given. 

Mr. Foot asked whether the rule of the senate could 
not be altered or amended? 

Mr. King replied, that it could, by giving a day’s no- 
tice. 

Here the conversation ended, and the president an- 
nounced the appointment of Mr. Clayton, Mr. Grundy, 
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Hendricks, as the 
committee, * 


The other proceedings of the senate will sufficiently 
appear in tuture details. 


December 16. The annual report of the secretary of 
the treasury was received—and sundry petitions and re- 
solutions presented, not of present interest; and the se- 
nate spent some time in executive business. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Dec. 6. At 12 o’clock precisely, the roll 
of members was called over by the clerk of the house, 
(Matthew St. Clair Clarke), and it appeared that the 
following members were pre sent, viz: 

From Maine—Messrs. Anderson, Batman, Evans, 
Holland, Jarvis, McIntire and Wingate. 

From New Hampshire—Messrs. Broadhead, Chand- 
ler, Hammons, Harvey, Hubbard and Weeks. 

From Massachusetts— Messrs. Bailey, Crowninshield, 
Dwight, Grennell, Kendall, Reed, Richardson and Var- 
num. 

From Rhode Istand—Mr. Pearce. 

From Connecticut—Messrs. Barber, Elisworth, Hun- 
tington, Ingersoll, Storrs and Young. 

From Vermont— Messrs. Cahoon, Everett, Hunt, Mal- 
lary and Swift. 

From New York—Messrs. Angel, Arnold, Beekman, 
Bockee, Borst, Cambreleng, Childs, Crowles, Croche- 
ron, De Witt, Dickinson, Eager, Earll, Finch, Halsey, 
Hoffman, King, Lent, Martindale, Maxwell, Monell, 
Norton, Powers, Rose, Sanford, Spencer, Strong, Tay- 
lor, Tracy, Verplanck and White. 

From New Jersey—Messrs, Condict, Cooper, Hughes, 
Pierson, Randolph and Swann. 

From Pennsylvania—Messrs. Buchanan, Crawford, 
Denny, Evans, Ford, Fry, Gilmore, Green, Hemphill, 





*It has been a rule, in all bodies, we believe, and cer- 
tainly there is all right, and every reason in it, that when, 
alter discussion and decision, it has been resolved to ap- 
point a committee to accomplish a certain object, that a 
majority of such committee should be composed of those 
who had supported such reference—else the power may 
yet remain witha minority of the body, to defeat the views 
of the majority, and suppress the facts hoped to have 
been elucidated. We do not impute any such thing to 
the president of the senate pro tem.—but the whole pro- 
ceedings, in regard tu Mr, Clayton’s resolution, are of an 
extraordinuyy character, Three of the committee voted 
against this resolution. Ev, Ree, 
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Ihrie, Irwin, Leiper, Marr, MeCreery, Muhlenburg, 
Ramsay, Scott, Sill, Smith, Stephens, and Sterigere. 

From Delaware—Myr. Jolins. 

From Maryland—Messrs. Brown, Dorsey, Mitchell, 
Semmes, Washington and Wilson. 

From Virginia— Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Archer, 
Armstrong, Barbour, Claiborne, Coke, Criig, Draper, 
Gordon, Lovall, Maxwell, McCoy, Mercer, Patton, 
Roane, Taliaferro and Vrezvant. 

Fiom North Carolina—Messr3. Alston, Barringer, 
Carson, Conner, Hall, Shepard, Shepperd, Speight and 
Williams. 

Fiom South Carolina—Messrs. Blair, Drayton, Nuc- 
kolls and ‘Tucker. 

From Gceorgia—Messrs. Foster, 
Lumpkin, Thompson and Wayne. 

From Kentucky—Messrs. Chilton, Clark, Daniel, 
Gaither, Johnson, Kineaid, Lecompte, Leteher, Lyon, 
Wickliffe and Yancey. 

From Tennessee-—Messrs. Bell, Blair, Desha, John- 
son, Lea, Polk and Standifer. 

From Ohio—Messrs. Bartley, Crane, Findlay, Irwin, 
Kennon, Leavit, Russell, Shields, Stanberry, Thomson, 
Vance, Vinton and Whittlesey. 

From Louisiana—Messrs. Overton and White. 

From Indiana-—Messrs. Boon and Jennings. 

From Mississippi—Mr. Hinds. 

From Ilinois—Mr. Duncan. 

From Alabuma—Messrs. Baylor, Clay and Lewis. 

From Missouri—Mr. Pettis. 


Ifaynes, Lamar, 


DELEGATES. 
From the Michigan territory—Mr. Biddle. 
From the Florida territory—Mr. White. 


The clerk having announced that a quorum of the 
house was present— 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, rose and said that he was re 
quested by his colleague, the speaker of this house, to 
state, that he was prevented from attending by indispo- 
sition; but that he expected to be able to reach this city 
before the usual hour of sitting of the house to-morrow, 
A gentleman who had arrived in the city in this morning’s 
mail-boat, brought information that he passed the speak- 
er yesterday on his road to this place. In anticipation of 
the question which might be presented by the absence of 
the speaker, Mr. A. said he had looked to the records, to 
ascertain what had been the practice of the house on like 
eases heretolore. He found that it had been two-fold; 
in one or more cases, the house having, on the absence 
of the speaker, adjourned trom day to day, and in two 
cases Occurring in one year, (1798) having elected a 
speaker pro tempore. He had risen, he said, only to 
make the communication whieh he had done from the 
speaker, and to state what had been the practice hereto- 
tore. It would be for the house to determine what course 
it would pursue on the present occasion, 


Mr. Polk, of Tennessee, said, after the communica- 
tion which had just been made to the house, it being pro- 
bable that the speaker would be here to-morrow, he 


should propose that the house do now adjourn until to- 
morrow. 


The question was taken on this motion, and decided 
in the affirmative. 


So the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Dec. 7. The speaker (Mr. Stevenson, of 
Virginia) being present this day, took the chair at 12 
o'clock. Mr. Hodges, trom Massachusetts; Sutherlund 
and King,from Pennsylvania; Sprigg and Spencer, from 
Maryland; Davenport, trom Virgmia; McDuffie and 
Davis, from South Carolina; Coleman, from Kentucky, 
and Creighton, from Ohio, appeared this day, 


The journal of yesterday having been read, the mem- 
bers elected since the last session were sworn ing to wit: 
Messrs. Holland and Jarvis, from Maine; Eagen and 
Sanford, from New York; Draper and Patton, from 
Virginia; and Leavitt, from Ohio. 


Messages were then interchanged between the two 


houses, that they were respectively ready to proceed to 
business, &c. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, of New York, it was deter- 
mined that two chaplains should be appointed, as usual, 
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of different denominations, to interchange week!y be- 
tween the two houses, 

The daily hour of meeting was fixed at 12 o’elock, 
until otherwise ordered. 

‘The message of the president of the United States was 
then brought in by his private sceretary, Mr. Donelson, 
read, and ordered to be printed--referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Wednesday, Dec. 8. In addition to those heretofore 
announced, the following members appeared to-day, and 
took their seats, viz. 

From New York, Mr. Magee; from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Miller; and Mr. Dudley, trom N. Carolina. 

Mr. J. W. Taylor submitted the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the standing committees be now appointed, 
pursuant to the rules and orders of the house.” 

Mr. Hoffman remarked, that the speaker did not ar- 
rive till yesterday; that he had been, and still was, labor- 
ing under a paintul indisposition; and he, therefore, mov- 
ed that the resolve lie on the table, to allow him further 
time to make a selection of the committees. 

Mr. Jay/or hoped that his colleague would withdraw 
his motion tor the present, to give him an opportunity to 
explain the reasons which had induced him to offer the 
resolution, 

Mr. H. having withdrawn his motion. 

Mr. 7'cylor observed, that yesterday the message of the 
president had been referred to a committee of the whole 
house on the state of the union, and he supposed the 
house would this day resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole on the messaye of the president. Before go- 
ing into committee, the standing committees must be ap- 
pointed; for the committee of the whole could come to 
no resolutions for referring the different subjects con- 
tained in the message, until the standing committees were 
appointed. It, however, it was the wish of the speaker 
to deter the appointment of the standing committees of 
the house, he certainly should not object to it. 

Mr. dioffman entirely concurred with his colleague as | 
to the propriety of appointing the standing committees | 
before taking up the message for distribution to come. 
mittees, but again referved to the short time the speaker | 
had been in the city, and his late severe and continued 
iiness. Mr. IL. concluded by again moving that the re- 
solution lie on the table. 

After a few words trom the speaker, intimating that 
he had the physical power to make the appointments, 
but that he had not yet received a list of the members 
who had taken their seats. 

‘Phe question was put on the motion of Mr. Hoffman, 
and deeded in the affirmative, 

After which the house adjourned, 

Thursday, Dec. 9. 
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seals. 


It was agreed thatthe standing committees of the house | 


should now be appointed. ‘They will probably be re- 
ported to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. J/of/man, the house then resolved 
itself into a committee ot the whole on the state of the 
union, Mr. Wickl fe in the chair. 

Mr. Jioffman moved the tollowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, ‘That so much of the president’s message as relates 
to the political relations of the United States with foreign nations, 
be referred to the committee on toreign affairs. 

2. Resolved, Vhat so much of said message as relates to the com- 
merce of the United States with foreign nations and their depen- 
dencies; and so much of said message as relates to light houses, 
beacons, buoys, public piers, and the removing of sand bars, saw- 
yers, and other partial or temporary obstructions in the navigable 
rivers and harbors inthe revenue districts, be referred to the ecom- 
mittee of commerce. 

3. Resolved, ‘That so much of the said message as relates to the 
subscribing to the stock of private companies for internal im- 
provement; and so much of the said message as relates to the dis- 
tribution among the several states of the surplus revenue, after 
the payment of the public debt, be referred tua seleet committee. 

4. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to an 
amendment of the constitution of the United States, respecting 
the election of president and vice president, and so much thereot 
as relates to the choice of the chief magistrate directly by the 
people, his disqualification for re-election after a single term of 
service, and the direction of his patronage in relation to the mem- 
bers of the federal legislature, and the tcnure of offices general 
ly, be referred to a select committee. 

5. Resolved, ‘Vhat so much of the said message as relates to the 





Indian tribes, be referred to the commuttee on Tadian affairs. 





rm 


6. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to the 
public debt, the revenue, its security, and collection, the bank of 
the United States, and the organization of a bank founded on 
public and individual deposites, be referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 2 

7. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to the 
tariff of duticrs on imports, be referred--so much thereof as re. 
spects Manufactures to the committee on manufactures—so much 
thereof as resp: ets the productions of agriculture, to the commit 
tee on sgriculture; and the residue thereof, respecting Commerce 
and other interests, to the committee on commerce, 

8. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to the 
public lands be referred to the committee on the public lands. 

9. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to the 
publie interests entrusted to the war department, and as relates to 
the army, arsenals, fortifications, and the armaments necessary 
therelor, be referred to the committee on military affairs. 

10. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to 
the navy and naval service of the United States, be referred to the 
committee on naval affairs. 

11. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to the 
post Office department and its revenue, and the transportation of 
the mail, be referred to the committee on the post office and post 
roads. 

12. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to 
the office and duties of the attorney general ; and sO much thereof 
as relates to debts due the United States from insolvents, be refer- 
red to the Committee on the judiciary. 

13. Resolved, Uhatso much of the said message as relates to the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

14. Resolved, Vhat the said select committees have leave to re~ 
port by bill or otherwise. 

After some conversation, the first and second resolu- 
tions were adopted—the third divided and referred to 
two committees, and the fourth and fifth adopted. 

The sixth resolution was then read, as above. 

Mr. Jayne moved to amend the said resolution, by 
striking out the words ‘the bank of the United States, 
and the organization of a bank founded on public and in- 
dividual deposites;” and at the cnd of the said resolution 
to add the following: 

‘*And that so much of the said message as refers to 
the bank of the United States, and to the organization 
of a bank as a branch of the treasury departmeut, be re- 
ferred to a select committee. ”’ 

Mr. J'uylor moved for a division of the question, as 
to striking out--decided in the negative, only 54 voting 
for it. ‘lhe remainder of the resolutions were then 
agreed to. 

The committee rose, and reported the resolutions as 
amended to the house. 

The question being stated from the chair to agree to 
the resolutions, as amended in committee. 

Mr. /Vayne moved that the question be put on agree 
ing to all but the sixth. 

No objection being made, the question was so taken, 
and all the resolutions were agreed to by the house, 
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Messrs. Gorham, of Massachu-/ with the exception of the 6th. 
setts, Jloward, of Maryland, otter, of North Carolina, | 
and Barnwell, of South Carolina, appeared and took their | 


Mr. Hayne now renewed the motion which he had 
made in committee of the whole. 

Mr. JVuyne in supporting this motion, apologized for 
troubling the house witha remark or two on this topic, 
at so early a period of the session. The first communi- 
cation made to congress by the present executive, (at 
the Jast session), intimated a doubt in his mind, as to the 
propriety of recharteving the existing bank of the Unite 
ed States. The portion of his message on this subject 
had been referred to the committee of ways and means, 
who submitted to the house a report, in which they ex- 
hibited at great length their views, which were opposed 
to those expressed by the president. Should the pre- 
sent portion of his message be referred to the same 
committee, unless some great and unexpected change 
had taken place in their opinions since the last session, 
the subject would be met by men whose minds were al- 
ready made up, whose sentiments had been publicly ex- 
pressed, and who therefore could not be expected to 
vive it that fair and unbiassed consideration which its 
ereat importance demanded. ‘The importance of the 
question touching the bank must be acknowledged by 
every one, as well as its agitating effect on the public 
mind, throughout every portion of the union. He con- 
ceived it as only respectful to the president, when such 
a subject was by him officially recommended to the ate 
tention of congress, to place it in such an attitude as 
should secure to it a calm investigation by persons who 
had not preyudged it. Mr. W. said he should not dis- 
guise the fact that his own views in relation to the re- 
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chartering of the present bank were such as would in| 
duce him to vote against it in every event; bat what he | 
wished at present was, that the house might ascertain 

whether it was practicable or not to organize an institue | 
tion resting on the funds of the country, which, while it | 
secured all the advantages intended to be attained by the 
existing bank, should avoid the dangers with which that 
establishment was by many conceived to be fraught.—- 
The inclination of his own mind was to the opinion that) 
this was practicable; but he desired, at all events, that) 
the question should be submitted to those, who would go | 
to its discussion untrammelled by any previous judgment. 
It was not from any feeling of hositility to the bank that | 
he was induced to desire this, but from a wish for tair- | 
ness ip the treatment of the subject itself, and from re- 
spect to a communication made to congress by the chief; 
magistrate. 

Mr. Chilton made a few remarks—he saw no reason | 
why this matter should be taken from the charge of the | 
committee of ways and means. He was not for or against | 
the bank, but thought this the proper direction of the | 
subject. 
be decided by yeas and nays—agreed to. Mr. Davis, 
of S. C. moved to refer simply the question concerning 
the present bank, without the establishment of a substi- | 





tute for it, to the consideration of a select committee. | 


This motion was negatived. Mr. Zuylor hoped that | 
that part of the message would go to the comrnittee of 
ways and means, for reasons which he assigned. Mr. 
Hoffman supported his original proposition, and seemed 
about to enter upon the merits of the measures proposed 
in the message, when he was checked by the chair—he 
then further advocated the reference that he had suggest- 
ed. Mr. JV ayne again rose, professing all respect for 
the committee of ways and means, but thought it would 
not be respectful to the chicf magistrate to send this subs | 
ject again Lo that committee, who had made up their opi- | 
nion on it, &e. and he spoke pretty much at large as to | 
the facts that might be developed by a select committee, | 
as tending to shew whether the measures suggested by | 
the executive were practicable or not. Mr. Cambreleng | 
opposed the proposition of Mr. JF ayne, but chiefly be- 
cause he viewed the whole subject as premature, when 
the bank applied for a new charter, he should be for 
sending it to a select committee. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. 
Hayne, and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, 
as tollows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Angle, Barnwell, Baylor, 
Bell, James Blair, Jobn Blair, Boon, Borst, Broadhead, Carson, 
Chandler, Claiborne, Clay, Coke, Conner, Daniel, Davenport, 
Warren R. Davis, Earll, Findlay, Ford, roster, Fry, Gaither, | 
Gordon, Hall, Halsey, Hammons, Haynes, Hinds, Leonard Jarvis, 
Cave Johnson, Kennon, Perkins King, Lamar, Lea, Leavitt, Le- | 
compte, Lewis, Loyall, Lumpkin, Thomas Maxwell, Monell, | 
Norton, Nuckoils, Pettis, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, | 
Sanford, Scott, Aug. H. Shepperd, Shields, Standefer, ‘Taliaferro, | 
Willey Thompsop, John ‘Thomson, ‘Trezvant, Tuckcr, Wayne, | 
Weeks, Wickliffe, Yancey—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Arnold, Bailey, Barber, Bar- | 
ringer, Bartley, Beekman, Bockee, Brown, Buchanan, Butman, 
Cahoon, Cambreleng, Chilton, Clark, Coleman, Condict, Cooper, | 
Cowles, Craig, Crane, Crawford, Creighton, Crocheron, Denny, | 
Dickinson, Draper, Drayton, Dudley, Duncan, Eager, Ellsworth, 
George Evans, Joshua Evans, Horace Everett, Finch, era 
Gorham, Green, Grennell, Harvey, Hemphill, Hodges, Hoffman, } 
Holland, Howard, Hughes, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, Irwin, | 
Irvin, Jennings, Johns, Kendall, Kincaid, Adam King, Lent, | 
Letcher, Lyon, Magee, Mallary, Marr, Martindale, Lewis Max- | 
well, MeCreery, McIntire, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenburg, | 








Overton, Patton, Pearce, Pierson, Randolph, Reed, Richardson, | 
Rose, Russel, Win, B. Shepard, Semmes, Sill, Smith, Speight Am- 
brose Spencer, Sprigg, Stanberry, Sterigere, Storrs, Strong, Suther- 
land, Swann, Swift, Taylor, Tracy, Vance, Varnum, Verplanck, 
Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, Ed. D. White, Williams, Wil- 
son, Wingate, Young—108. 

So the house refused to amend the resolution; and the | 
resolution, as reported by the committee of the whole, | 
was agreed to. 

The house then adjourned, 

Friday, Dec. 10. The following additional mem- 
bers appeared this day, and took their seats, viz: 

From Massachusetts, Jsaac C. Bates; from Pennsyl-| 
vania, Ftichard Coulter and Chauncey Forward, 

A number of petitions were presented and a great 
number of resolutions offered—generally ofa private or 
‘ocal nature, which will sufficiently appear in due season, 

acted on—and referred to the various committees, 
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Mr. Condict moved that the question should | 





The following committees were announced this day to 
have been appointed by the speaker, in pursuance of the 
resolution of yesterday. 

Standing committees. 

Of elections. Messrs. Alston, ‘Tucker, Claiborne, 
Randolph, Johnson, of Tenn, Buchanan and Coleman. 

Of ways and means. Messrs. McDuffie, \ erplanck, 
Dwight, Ingersoll, Gilmer, Overton and Alexander. 

On claims. Messrs. Whittlesey, Williams, McCoy, 
Barber, of Conn. McIntire, Ramsay and Lea. 

Of commerce. Messrs. Cambreleng, Gorham, Har- 
vey, Sutherland, Howard, Loyall and Lamar. 

On the public lands. Messrs. Wickliffe, Jennings, 
Duncan, Hunt, Potter, Irvin, of Ohio, and Clay. 

On the post office and post roads. Messrs. Johnson, 
of Ken, Conner, Magee, Hodges, Russell, MeCreery 
and Lent. 

On the District of Columbia. Messrs. Powers, Allen, 
Washington, Varnum, Valiaferro, Ihre and Semmes. 

On the judiciary. Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, of Ss. C. 
Ellsworth, Daniel, White, of Lou, Foster and Gordon, 

On revolutionary claims. Messrs. Burgess, Dickin- 
son, Wingate, Yancey, De Witt, Brown and Crane. 

Of public expenditures. Messrs. Hall, Davenport, 
Lyon, Halsey, Spencer, of Md. Thompson, of Ohio, and 
Norton. 

Gn private land claims. Messrs. Sterigere, Nuc- 
kolls, Roan Baylor, Denny, Dudley and Draper. 

Of manufuctures. Messrs. Mallary, Stanbury, Con- 
dict, Irvin, of Penn. Monell, Barbour, of Va. and Hunt- 
ington. 4 

Of agriculture. Messrs. Spencer, of N. Y. Roane, 
Wilson, Rose, Smith, of Pa. Standifer end Chandler. 

On Indian affairs. Messrs. Bell, Lumpkin, Hinds, 
Storrs, of Conn. Hubbard, Gaither and Lewis. 

On military affairs. Messrs. Drayton, Vance, Desha, 
Findlay, Blair, of S.C. Mitehell and Speight. 

On naval affairs. Messrs. Hoffman, Crowninshield, 
Miller, Carson, Dorsey, White, of N. Y. and Anderson, 

On foreign affairs. Messrs. Archer, Everett, of Mass, 
Taylor, Polk, Crawtord, Barnwell and Wayne. 

On the territaries. Messrs. Clark, Strong, Creigh« 
ton, Armstrong, Angle, Cowles and W. B. Shepard. 

On military pensions. Messrs. Trezvant, Lecompt, 
Chilton, Hammons, Bockee, Ford and Butman. 

On revisal and unfinished business. Messrs, Pearce, 
Reed and Pierson, 

On accounts. Messrs. Maxwell, of N. Y. Swann, 
and Broadhead, 

Select commiltees. 
On internal improvement. Messrs. Wemphill, Mer- 


cer, Blair, of Tenn. Haynes, Letcher, Vinton and Craig. 


Distribution of the surplus revenue. Messrs. Polk, 
Pation, Fry, Earl), Jarvis. Leavitt and Evans, of Maine, 

Amendment to the constitution, Messrs. McDuffie, 
Coke, Sanford, Stephens, Hughes, Green and Rencher. 

[All these committees are substantially the same as 
last year. } 

Monday, Dec. 13. Mr. Doddridze, of Virginia, and 
Mr. Hawkins, of New York, appeared and took their 
seals to-day. 

Many petitions and memorials were presented, and 
referred, 

The house, on the instance of Mr. Buchanan, agreed 
to an answer to the plea of judge Peck, as given in the 


| proceedings of the scnate. 


Many resolutions were submitied, which will appear 
hereafter, as acted on—among them, 

By Mr. C. 2. White— 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be requested to 
communicate to this house, first, a statement of the quantity of 
sugar (distinguishing Muscovado from clayed) imported annually 


| into the United States, from the 30th September, 1815, and the 


amount of duty collected upon the same. Second, a statement 
of the quantity of sugar exported in each year, and the amount of 
drawback paid upon the same, specifying the quantity of Musco- 
vado, clayed, and refined sugar exported, and the drawback paid 
on each description respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Doddridge, it was 

Ordercd, That the bill to authorize a subscription of stock, on 
the part of the United States,in the Wheeling and Belmont bridge 
company, be recommitted to the committee on internal improve- 
ments, with instructions to report a bill to provide for the erection 
of a bridge over the Ohio river, at or near the town of Wheeling, 


and appropriating a certain sum uf money for that purpose, 
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Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of repealing the dutics on sugar im 
ported from foreign countrics into the United States. 

Mr. Sutherland required that the question be taken 
upon the consideration of the resolution; and Mr. JV 7l- | 
liams demanded the yeas and nays on the question. | 
They were ordered by the house, and being taken stood 
as follows: 

YEAS-- Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Angel, Archer, | 
Armstrong, Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, Paylor, Bell, James 
Blair, John Blair, Boon, Broadhcad, Brown, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carson, Claiborne, Clay, Coke, Conner, Craig, Crocheron, W. R. Da- 
vis, Desha, De Witt, Draper, Drayton, Dudley, Earl, Gaither, Gor- 
don, Hal), Halsey, Hammons, Harvey, Haynes, Hinds, Holland, 
Hoffman, Hubbard, Jarvis, Jennings, Cave Johnson, Lamar, Lea, 
Lecompte, Lent, Lewis, Loyall, Lumpkin, Thomas Maxwell, 
McDuffie, McIntire, Mitchell, Monell, Nuckolls, Patton, Pettis, 
Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, Sanford, William B. She- 
pard, Aug. H. Shepperd, Shields, Speight, Richard Spencer, Stan- 
berry, Standefer, ‘Taliaferro, Wiley Thompson, ‘Tucker, Verplanck, 
Wayne, Weeks, Camp. P. White, Williams, Wilson--83. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arnold, Boilcy, Barber, Bartley, Bates, Beek- | 
man, Bockee, Borst, Buchanan, Butman, Cahoon, Clark, Cole- | 
man, Condict, Cooper, Coulter, Cowles, Crane, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crowninshicld, Daniel, Denny, Dickinson, Doddridge, Dun- | 
ean, Dwight, Eager, Elisworth, George Evans, Horace Everett. 
Findiay, Finch, Ford, Forward, Fry, Gilmore. Green, Grennell, 
Guricy, Hawkins, Hemphill, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Hunt, 
Huntington, Ihrie, Ingersoll, Irwin, Irvin, Richard M. Johnson, 
Kendall, Kennon, Kineaid, Perkins King, Adam King, Leavitt, 
Lyon, Magee, Mailary, Marr, Martindale, Lewis Maxwell, MeCree- 
ry, Miller, Muhienburg, Overton, Pearce, Pierson, Raisay, Reed, 
Richardson, Rose, Russel, Scott, Sill, Smith, Ambrose Spenerr, 
Sprigg, Sterigere, Stephens, Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, 
Switt, Taylor, John Lhomson, Tracy, Vanee, Varnum, Vinton, 
Washington, Whitdesey, Edward D. White, Wickliffe, Yanecy, 
Young—99. 

So the house refused to consider the resolution, 

The speaker laid - before the house the tollowin 
sage from the president of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

1 transmit to the house of representatives printed eo- | 
pies of the convention between the United States and | 
his majesty the king of Denmark, concluded at Copen- | 
hagen, on the 28:h of March, 1830, and raufied by and | 
with the advice and consent of the senate, 
ANDREW JACKSON, | 
Washington, 10th Dec. 1830. | 

The message and convention were referred to the 
committee on toreign «affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

- The speaker also laid betore the house a letter trom 
the first comptroller of the treasury, accompanied by the 
annual statements of the lists of balances on the books 
of the treasury; which were ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed, | 

The speaker likewise laid before the house the fol- | 
lowing letter, which was read; and, on motion of Mr. | 
Spencer, of New York, ordered to be referred to the 
committee of agriculture: 

Philadelphia, 7th Dec. 1830. 

Sir: You will receive with this leiter a siiken flag, 
bearing the colors of the United States. ‘This flag is | 
made entirely of American silk, reeled from the cocouns, 
prepared and woven by Mr. John D’Homergue, silk ma- 
nufacturer. ‘The coloring has been done by the best | 
artist he could procure in the city of Philadelphia, he 
himself not protessing to be a dyer. 

The staff of the flag, with this eagle, measures about 
fifteen feet; the flag itself is twelve feet and a half long, | 
and six feet wide. It is woven all in one piece, without | 
a seam. 

I beg, sir, you will be so good as to present this flag, 
most respecttully, in my name, to the honorable house | 
over which you preside, as a sample of American indus- | 
try, thus applied, for the first time, to the most valuable 
of American productions; and as a result of the efforts | 
they have mace during the last five years, for the pro- | 
motion of the important branch of agriculture, to which | 
we owe the rich material of which this flag is composed. | 

Lhave the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

PETER 8S. DUPONCEAU. 
Hon. Andrew Stevenson, 
speaker of the house of representatives. 

A message was received from the senate, notifying the 
house, of its readiness to proceed to the trial of judge 
Peck— 


——— Ee 


& mecse- | 





| court of impeachment tor a single day, 


| Messrs, Blount and 











=. 
Whereupon Mr. Buchanan submitted the following 
resolution; which was carried nem. con, 
Resolved, That a message be sent to the senate to inform them 
that this house have agreed to a replication, on their part to the 
answer and plea of James H. Peck, judge of the district court 


| of the United States for the district of Missouri, to the article of 


impeachment exhibited to the senate against him by this house, 
and have directed the managers appointed to conduct the said im- 
peachment to carry the said replication to the senate, and to main- 
tain the same at the bar of the senate, at such time as shall be 
appointed by the senate. 

‘The house proceeded to elect a chaplain, 


There were 
four ballots— 


Ast ballot. 2nd. Srd. 4th, 

Mr. Post 83 $1 76 75 
Guriey 46 57 76 91 
Pallrey 54 33 20 -= 
‘Thomas 12 1 — -- 


Blanks, (or scattering) 5 6 4 
Sothe rev. Jtalph R. Gurley was duly elected chap- 
luin to the house of representatives for one year. 


Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, remarked, that there was 
a difference of opinion, at Jeast in his quarter of the 
house, as to the order which should be taken in attend- 
ing the trial of judge Peck in the senate of the United 
States. Some were of opinion that the house should at- 
tend in a body; others thought that it would only be ne- 
eessary for the manugers on the part of the house to at- 
tend during the trial. At the last session, said Mr. J. 
the house were in attendance; and it was thought by 
many members that the same course would be pursued 
at this session. Ile wished, for lis own part, to havea 
correct understanding of the subject, and he would thank 


or 
” 


the chair to give to the house his opinion as to the course 


that should be pursued, 


The speaker stated, thatthe resolution of the house at 
the last session, was confined to its attendance before the 
‘The clerk, how- 
ever, would reed the resolution, 

| Phe resolution having been read, which was, in effeet, 
that the house would in a body attend in the senate 
chamber tor a certain day, to support the charges against 
judge Peck. | 

Mr. Buchanan rose and stated that on the trial of 
Vickering, the house attended, but 
on that of judge Chase did not attend, and he cited some 
cases which hac happened in Esgland, shewing that the 


commons attended, as the importance of the matter, or 


its particular condition, seemed to require, He felt it 
his duty merely to state the course that had been pur- 
sued on similar Oceasions. He felt it his duty to appear 
atthe bar of the senate, and present the replication of the 
house, »s agreed upon. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. said, that one great object of his 
rising had been to obtain trom the managers an explana- 
tion of the course which they had taken. For his part, 
he wanted to go on with the public business. He re- 


collected, however, the great debate in the senate at the 


Jast session, and that it was nearly impossible to retaina 
quorum of the house; if.it were probable such would be 
the case on the present oceasion, and the house should 
be compelled to adjourn trom day to day for want of a 


quorum, how much soever he wishes the public business 
/ attended to, he would prefer that the house itself should 


conduct the impeachment. 

Mr. J. was about to proceed, when the speaker re- 
minded him that there was no proposition before the 
house, and suggested the propriety of his submitting a 
resolution on the subject. 

Mr. J. declining to make any distinct motion at this 
time. 

Mr. Wickliffe said, if there was no business before the 
house, he would ask its unanimous consent to lay a reso- 
lution on the table. 

No ol.jection being made, Mr. W. submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read, and laid on the table 
for one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war communicate to this house 
the report of H. M. Shreve, superintendent of the improvement 
of the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; and, also, a 


copy of the reports of the officer of the engineer corps, upon the 
same subject recently made to the department of war. 


On motion of Mr. Condict, the house then adjourned, 
Tuesday Dec. 14. Mr. Campbell, ot S. C., and Mr. 





Gurley, of Louisiana, appeared and took their seats yes- 








terday; and Mr. Stewart, of New York, and Mr. Se- 
vier, of Arkansas took their seats to-day. 

There were forty-four petitions and memorials pre-| 
sented and referred this day. 

A memorial presented by Mr. Couller was on the 
subject of Sunday mails—recommen‘ting that the mal 
should be discontinued on the Sabbath. 
tation, 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. objected to giving the petition 
the direction moved by the gentieman who presented it. 
He observed that if the authors of (he petition had an ad- 
vocate, or advocates on this floor, he was perfectly wil- 
ling that the report formerly made by the post office 
committee On the general subject, should at any time be 
calledup. Let the house hear what gentlemen had to 
say on a subject, which he had always thought, and would 
now say, ought never to have been brought into the hall 
of congress. He was desirous to hear what could be said 
in favor of congress interfering with religious considera- 
tions. ‘Lhe committee had acted on the subject, and it | 
would not do so again, unless compelled to do so by an 
express order of the house. He hoped the gentleman } 
trom Pennsylvania (Mr. Coulter), would acquiesce in | 
the motion which he would now make, that the petition | 
be laid upon the table; or rather, that it be referred to | 
committee of the whole on the state of the union; and 
he made that motion. 


On its presen- 
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Mr. Coulter, expressed his indifference as to the re- 
ference, and, without feeling pledged to any particular 
course of proceeding, on his part, acquiesced in the pro- 
position of the gentieman from Kentucky. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Pearce, White, of N. Y. and Wickiffe, were considered | 
and agreed to, 

« = ‘ , } 

Much preparatory or minor business was attended to 
—and sundry references made to the committee on pub- | 
lic lands, and that on private iand claims. 

Mr. Condict submitted sundry resolutions which were | 
agreed to, asto making enquiries into the expediency ot! 
making appropriations tor certain surveys of the Dela- 
ware river, of the Raritan and Passaic. 

Mr. Mercer submitted the following resolutions which 
lie upon the table for one day: 

Ist. Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay be- 
fore this house a detailed state ment oft the several roads which have 
at any time been constructed by the army of the United States, 
within any of the states or tcrrior: s thereof, denoting Uhereio the 
termini and extent of the several roads, respectively; the period 
of their construction; and their co.tto the United States. 

2d. Resolved, Vhat the secretary of war be directed to commu- 
nicate to this house the amount of the several sums of money 
which may, at any time, have been allowed to the troops of the | 
United States on account of fatigue duty, distiioguishing the year | 
in which any such allowance may have been made, aud, where | 
practicable, the nature of the duty performed, | 

Mr. Barringer submitted the toilowing resolution: 

5S > 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means be instructed | 

/] 
j 
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to report a bill reducing the duty on bar iron, made by hammer- 
ing, to the amount of duty imposed by the law of 1816. 

Also, to rduce the duty on cotton bagging to two cents per 
square yard. 

Also, to reduce the duty on coarse woollen goods, costing less | 
than fifty Cents per square yard, at the place whence imported, | 
to an ad valorem duty of twenty-five per centum, 

Also, to reduce the duty on coarse wool, costing less than ten | 
cents per pound at the place whence imported, to au ad valorem | 
duty of twenty per cent. 

Aliso, to reduce the duty on brown sugar to two cents per 
pound. 

Mr. Condict demanded the question of consideration | 
on this resolution; and Mr. Finch called for the yeas | 
and nays on the question. ‘They were ordered by the 
house, and being taken, stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andersog, Archer, 
Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, Baylor, Bill, James Blair, Broad- 
head, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carson, Chandler, Claiborne, Clay, 
Coke, Conner, Craig, Crochc ron, Davenport, Warren R. Davis, 
Desha, De Witt, Draper, Drayton, Dudley, Foster, Gaither, Gor- 
don, Hall, Hammons, Haynes, Hinds, Holland, Jarvis, Jennings, 
Cave Joluson, Lamar, Lea, Lent, Lewis, Loyall, Lumpkin, | 
MeDuflie, Melnture, Nuckoils, Patton, Polk, Potter, Rench-r, 
Roane, Wm. B, Shepard, Aug. H. She pperd, Speight, Richard 
Spencer, Standefer, Talaterro, Wiley Thompson, Tucker, Ver- 
planck, Camp. P. White, Williams, Wilson—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ang l, Armstrong, Arnold, Bailey, Barber, 
Bates, Beekman, John Blair, Bockee, Boon, Borst, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Butman, Cahoon, Clark, Coleman, Condict, Cooper, Coul- 
ter, Cowles, Crane, Crawford, Crowninshicld, Daniel, Denny, 
Dickinson, Doddridge, Dunean, Dwight, Eager, Earll, Elisworth, 
George Evans, Joshua Evans, Horace Everett, Findlay, Finch, 
Ford, Fry, Gilmore, Gorham, Grennell, Gurley, Halsey, Har- 
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vey, Hawkins, Hemphill, Hodges, Hoffman, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hughes, Huntington, thrie, lrwin, Irvin, Rd. M. Jobnson, Ken- 
dall, Kennon, Kineaid, Perkins King, Adam King, Leavitt, Le- 
compte, Letcher, Lyon, Magee. Marr, Martindale, Thomas Max- 
well, Lewis Maxwell, MeCreery, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Monell, 
Muhlenburg, Overton, Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, Ramsay, Reed, 


| Richardson, Rose, Kussel, Sanford, Scott, Shields, Sill, Smith, A. 


Spencer, Sprigg, Sterigere, Stephens, Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, 
Swann, Swilt, Payor, John Thomson, Tracy, Vance, Varnum, 
Vinton, Washington, Weeks, Whittlesey, Ed. D. White, Wickliffe, 
Yancy, Young— 114. 

So the house refused to consider the resolution, 

On motion of Mr. Leavitt, it was 

Resolved, Yhat the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of reporting a bill comprising all 
the acts and provisions now in force, onthe subject of the natu- 
ralization of aliens. 

Mr. Jennings submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of appropriating $100,000, to the 
completing the Cumberland road, (not national read) m the limits 
of the state of Indiana, 

On the question being put to agree to this resolution, 
it was decided in the negative. 

A letter trom James Monroe, on the subject of his 
claims, was presented through the speaker. 

Messrs. Everett, of Mass. Verplanck and Wayne, 
compose the library committee. 

Wednesday, Dec. 15. 
tions, 

Mr. erccr’s resolution, submitted yesterday, was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, 


‘The bill (commonly termed the light-houses) return- 
ed by the president at the commencement of the session, 
with his objections, was ordered to be printed and placed 


Alter the presentation of peti- 


jamong the documents——ayes 102, noes pot counted. 


‘The case of Farrow & Hlorris was referred back to the 


; committee of claims. 


A large number of resolutions, local or personal, were 
offered this day—-we cannot make room for them, 

The tollowmg additonal committees have been ap- 
pointed by the speaker, viz: 

On expenditures in the depariment of state--Messrs. 
Baril, Sill and King, of N. Y. 

On expenditures in the department of the treasury— 
Messrs. Leiper, Crocheron and Kendall. 

On expenditures in the department of war—Messrs. 
Maxwell, of Va. Muilenburg and Crocket. 

On expendinres tr the department of the navy-- 
Messrs. A. Hl. Shepperd, Bartley and Evans, of Pa, 

On expenditures in ihe post office department—Messrs. 
Yancey, Borst and Scott. 

On expenditures on the public buildings—Messrs. 
Sprigg, Bailey and Swift. 

On ihe militia—Messrs. Thompson, of Geo. King, of 
Pa. Barringer, Weeks, Kincaid, Johns and Cahoon. 

Thursday, Dec. 16. The business of this day extends 
over a large space, in the reports of proceedings, 
Much conversation took place about the live-oak planta. 
tions in Fiorida, on a resolution offered by Mr. White, 
(of Florida) to obtain reports of the overseer, &c. And 
again, on the proposition of Mr. Jéichardson to appoint 
“a selcet committee on education, which was laid on the 
table, by yeas and nays—9-+ to 86, 

Many resolutions, chiefly of a local character, were 
submitted and disposed ot--others of a more general 


! nature will be noticed hereafter, 


The speaker laid before the house the following mes- 
sage trom the president of the United States: 

‘L'a the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 

Gentlemen: From information received at the depart- 
ment of state, it is ascertained that, owing to unforeseen 
circumstances, several of the marshals have been unable 
to complete the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States, within the me prescribed by the act of 
the 25d March, 1530, viz. by the first day of the present 
month. 

As the completion of the fifth census, as respects se- 
veral of the states of the union, will have been defeated, 
unless congress, to whom the case is submitted, should, 
by an act of the present session, allow further time for 
making the returns in question, the expediency is sug- 
gested of allowing such an act lO pass at as early a day 


ce possible, ANDREW JACKSON. 


Washington, Dee, 15th, 1850. 
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The messsge was read, referred to a select committee 
and ordered to be printed. 

No matter of immediate interest suggested or decided 
this day. 





DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING 
DEN 1I’S MESSAGE. 
Treasury department, November 8, 1830. 
The secretary of the treasury has the honor to submit 
for the consideration of the president, the expediency of 
recommending to congress that some provision be made 
for the prosecution of persons who may commit frauds 
upon the government. Such frauds are generaily at- 
tempted under the color of claims arising out of revo- 
lutionary services, and of grants for lands in the tervi- 
tories ceced to the United States by France and Spain. 
Several of these offenders, emboldened either by success 
or by a supposed security under the remissness of the 
government to punish them, appear to have perpetrated, 
by perjury and forgery, frauds of a flagitious characier. 
Prosecutions have been commenced in some cases which 
have been recently detected at this department, and in- 
vestigations instituted in others where strong suspicion 
otf fraud is entertained; but these proceedings are found 
to require not a little time and labor in collecting evi- 
dence, corresponding with district attorneys, and in vari- 
ous duties, as well of agency as those which move pro- 
perly belong to professional services, which the treasury 
department has no officer to perform who is not other- 
wise fully employed, even it sucha duty could properly 
be assigned, by regulation, toa subordinate officer. It is 
owing, asis presumed, to similar difficulties, that prose- 
cutions for such offences have been heretotore but sel- 
dom instituted, whereby the evil has increased to a seri- 
ous extent. 
In conclusion, it is respectfully suggested, if it should 
be deemed advisable to invite the attention of congress 


THE PRESI- 


to an enlargement of the functions of the attorney gene- | 


ral, whether this service might not be advantageously as- 
sigued to that oflicer. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
War department, 1st December, 1830. 

0 the president of the United States: 

Sin: Lhave the honor to rauke Known to you the ope- 
rations of this department during the present year, and 
to offer such sugeestions as appear to me necessary to be 
presented, ‘The army, at the different positions it has 
occupied along our western and southern borders, has 
been engaged in preserving quiet along those frontiers, 
and has fully succeeded. Fears were entertained of 


«A 


rupture of serious character amongst some of our north. | 


western tribes of Indians; but the presence of a military 
force, and the exercise of a proper discretion on the part 
of those to whom the trust of reconciling them was con- 
fided, has had the effect to arrest it, and peace las been 
the consequence. Similar apprehensions have recently 
been entertained of the Indians who reside on our south- 
western boundary, bordering on the province of Texas, 
and precautionary steps have been taken to prevent any 
acts of hostility. “Lhe vigilance, intelligence, and dis- 
cretion of our officers afford a belief that, by their exer- 
tions, these distant tribes can be retained at peace with 
each other. Occasional interruptions have arisen from 
marauding parties, who range through the forest, and, 
ut pomls distant trom our posts, commit aggre ssions: 
these acts, in turn, produce retaliation. It is important 
to prohibit these commissions, if possible, though no other 
pian can be suggested than what has already, heretofore, 
been presented; viz: an authority to employ a detachment 
of mounted troops. ‘These, ranging through the coun- 
ury at different places, and at irregular periods, would do 
much more towards preserving peace with our tndian 


tribes, and quiet along our borders, than could be eflcet- | 


ed through any augmentation of our posts. 

I regret lo Say Chiat desertions trom the army are not 
of less trequeut occurrence than heretotore. “Phe num- 
ber, for the present year, will exceed ong thousand, Va- 
rious efforts have been made, and many theories suggest- 
ed, to arrest an evil so injurious to the operalvions and 
character of anarmy. None have succeeded! ‘The be- 
nevolent intention of the act of congress of Jast winter, 
which took from the ollence the penalty ot death, and in 


obedience to the spirit of which, all past offences of the 
kind were by you directed to be forgiven, has had no 
restraining, no salutary effect. Iam not an advocate for 
the severity of penalties. ‘The hope of reward, more 
frequently than the fear of punishinent, operates bene- 
ficially upon mankind. A resort to both might be ser- 
viceable. While penalties corresponding to the nature 
of the offence might be imposed upon delinquents, the 
faithful and good soldier should be cheered by the expece 
j tation cf reward, To this end, an authority to make 
some reasonable compensation to those who obtain an 
(honorable discharge should be granted. In conformity 
to thts epinion, [ would take oceasion to suggest, that, 
while some adequate punishment for so gross a violation 
of duty as that of abandoning a service voluntarily as- 
sumed, be imposed, it may also be provided that the sol- 
dier who serves faithfully, and is honorably discharged, 
shall receive, at the termination of his enlistment, one 
hundred and twenty dollars. Let him receive, instead 
of his present pay, four dollars per month, retaining the 
residue, payable at the end of service. The difference 
in expense thus created to the government, for the five 
years of enlistment, would be but sixty dollars; which 
increase, it is hoped and believed, will be more than com- 
pensated for by a saving in the expenses which are incur- 
red under the present system of restraining desertion. 
The amount retained always to be forfeited, if, at any 
| time, the soldier desert the service, It might operate as 
'a strong incentive to good conduet, and would serve as a 
'tund at the close of his engegement, by which to estab- 
lish him in some advantageous pursuit. By the present 
mode, he retires from the army, dependent and poor as 
he entered; and often, instead of going home tor a time 
to his tamiiy, he re-enters the army contrary to his will, 
‘his poverty and wants only consenting. Dissatistaction 
| takes place, and desertion presently follows, 

| Repeated efforts have been made to arrest this grow- 
ing evil; and they should be continued, so long as hope 
| or fancy can suggest a remedy. ‘The loss to the service 
is not so material. ‘The greatest fear attendant is, that, 
in peace, the practice may become so frequent and fami- 
liar, aS in war to lose that odiam which jusily should 
pertain to so aggravated an ofence. 

Recently, by an order trom the war department, the 
whiskey part of the ration has been taken away, with a 
view to ascertain how far a theory trequently introduced 
might be practically productive of benefit. “Time, where- 
by to test the experiment, has not been afforded; but little 
confidence, though, is reposed iu the attempt. It the 
plan which | have suggested—the giving some enlarged 
compensation to the non-commissioned ofhecrs—(to the 
possession of which every soldier may aspire), shall fail 
(as matter of remedy, I know not what other can be ase 
-sayed with any reasonable prospect of success. That 
buoyancy which in war elevates the soldier, and leads 
him to the beliet that, by gallantry and good conduct, he 
may aspire to promotion, in peace, being taken away, 
paralyzes his efforts. ‘Po be a non-commissioned officer 
is all that he can hope for orexpect. ‘To place this class 
of officers on some more advantageous and respectable 
footing, thereby to excite a spirit of emulation and good 
conduct amongst the soldiers, might prove highly ser- 
|viceable. ‘The subject, being one ot importance, is at 
| least worthy of consideration and experiment. 
| Connected with the army is the military academy at 
| West Point. ‘The beneficial effects which have been de- 
| rived to the country already, and the more enlarged ones 
| 

















which are in prospect, derivable from this valuable in- 
stitution, render it matter of importance that it should 


ples. The educating of two hundred and fifty young 
gentlemen, selected trom every state of the umion, can- 
‘not tail to carry with it advantages -and benefits corres- 
pondent to the demands it produces on the treasury. 
But, apart from this, the education obtamed there being 
‘of a military character, the benefits diflused throug! 
-every section of our country cannot but prove highly be- 
Peeters when our country shall be involved in war, The 


information which is acquired there is carried to the se- 
veral states: these young men become officers of militias 
and in time, through the means thus afforded, something 
approaching to uniformity in the discipline of our militia 
may be expected. ‘Lhe able report of the bourd of exa- 
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miners at the last commencement, and which accompa~- 
nies this report, will present in detail the progress and 
advantages of the institution. - 

By the act of 1818, the president of the United States 
is directed to confer upon the graduates of this academy 
the appointment of brevet ineatenants. Already there 
are 87 supernumerary officers thus created, and who can- 
not now be provide dtor in the line of the aren La Jane 
next there will probably be 33 more added. which 
produce an excess of 14 over the number autiorizcd 
The law prohibits the brevet appoimtiicuts of a greate 
number than 106—one for each company; of course, tipon 
a reasonable calculation, but few, if any, of the cad 


ri Will 


LS, 


' 
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gale in safety. Filteen other vessels in view, not pos- 
sessing the advantages of this positon, were driven on 
shore, and lost, or gotten off at much expense. A few 
years will complete this valuable work. The attention 


| ithas reecived since, by your direction, it was placed in 
charge of the quaricrinaster’s department, and the ad- 


after June, 1831, will be entitled toa brevet commission, | 
I would respectfully suggest if some rule different from | 


the present be not necessary to restrict for the future 
brevet lieutenant appointments, retaining only so many 
as might supply the probable vacancies which would oc- 
cur within the year, 
army from this corps, for the last five years, has averaged 
about 22; while the number of graduates for the same 
period has been at an average of 40, ‘This excess, which 
is annually increasing, has placed 87 in waiting until va- 
cancies shall take place, and shows that, in the next year 
probably, and in the succeeding one certainly, there will 
be an excess beyond what the existing law authorizes to 
be commissioned. There will then be 106 superanume- 
rary brevet second licutenants appurtenant to the army, 
at an annual expense to the government of 580,000, 

In the engineer department, important operations, as 
regards the internal improvement of the country, have 
been in successful progress. The advantages to our 
commerce from the improvements which have been 
made in the navigation of the Mississippi and Olio rivers, 
have already been sensibly felt; and great good to the 


The number of promotions to the 


community at large is to be anticipated trom further et-| 


forts tobe made. ‘The experiments begun, and in some 
respects completed, show, that, at an inconsiderable an- 


nual expense, the Ohio river may be cleared of its bars | 


and shoals, so as to afford a convenient and safe nav rue 
tion at those seasons of the year when heretofore it has 
been considered impracticable, 

This subject well merits the attention of the govern- 
ment. 


These rivers pass through an immense and fertile | 


region of our country, and contribute their products es- | 


sentially to advance our commercial interest. An in- 
considerable expenditure from the public treasury will 


have the effect to give security lo a commerce which at. 


present is carried on at much hazard, and, by dininish- 
ing the insurance at present required, and preventing 
losses, speedily to reimburse to the community the cost 


which has been incurred, or expense which may be re-| 


quired. 
through these rivers, and the export trade almost entirely, 


At present the imports to the west are mainly | 


Usually for six mouths in the year, one of these (the | 
Ohio), ceases to be useful, because of the numerous ob- | 


structions, and consequent hazards, which are presented 
at those times when the waters are materially reduced. 


‘The inconvenience and risk thus felt ave susceptible of | 


such easy remedy, and at so small an expense, that it) 


becomes matter of surprise that improvements so im- 
portant and valuable to a large community should have 
been so long overlooked or neglected. ‘The neccssity ot 
improving the navigation of these rivers for commercial 
purposes, all admit; of the practicability of eflecting it, 
none can doubt. 
most difficult obstruction at a place called 
Chain, conclusively tests the feasibility of 
other places, and that the expense will not be considera- 
ble. As it regards this branch of the subject, however, 
it appears to me that the importance and value of the 
thing to be done, is of infinitely greater consequence than 


The experiment lately made, through a | 
the Grand | 
improving | 


any apprehension of charge which it may occasion to the | 


treasury. 
The breakwater situated at the mouth of the Delaware 


river is another valuable improvement, which, within the | 


last year, has been rapidly progressed with. ‘he work 
has already risen above the water, and partially shows 
the great importance it is to our commerce. During the 


violent gale of last September, several vessels which lay | 


under the protection of this work were preserved. 
force of the sea being broken by its opposition, they were 


The | 


vantages alr ads 


“ved to 


G yapietion, 


re arise from it, give proot of 


and of the numerous 


) 


the propriety of its 


wnelits it must alford to commeree At this heretiotore 
hazardous part of our coast navigation, @ security wali be 
dforded wiluch, ina few years, uy Occasion a saving ot 


Which will amply ynpensate for the cost m- 


y suciu a result the remune- 


« 


property 


c 
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in its construction. J 
vation will be ample. 

ie ordnance department is progressing a3 rapidly as 
the means afforded will permit, in erming the militia of 
the states, and in preparing the necessary guns and care 
riages for garnishing the different tortresses of the coune 
try. Lliis worthy ef consideration whether the appro- 
priation applicable to this service should not be increase 
ed, so as to provide a suitable armarnent by the time the 
different foruilications along the coast shall be complete 
ed. For the torts which are fliished,a million of dollars 
will be necessary to arrange their armament. But bee 
sides these, others are in’ progress, and will shortly be 
completed. “Phe annual appropriation of $100,000 to- 
wards this purpose will requive len years to accomplish 
the object tor th ii readiness, Should we 
be preserved al peace, no injury will avise; but should 
war take place, the effvets upou our country would prove 
of serious and prejudicial character. 

In all the disbursing branches connected with the war 
department, Lo am happy to say that punctuality and 
fidelity have strictly, aud aliost without excepuion, been 
regarded during the ye 

A new era in the history of this country has, within a 
few years, arisen in relation to Ladian affaws, Under ihe 
act of 1802, and the practices of the government result- 
ing therefrom, pronciples have beeu introduced, the cons 
tinuation of which is matter of serious consideration. By 
this act it is prolubited to any One to settle upon Lodi 
lands, or to enter their territory; and, for its execullon, 
the president is authorized and directed to employ the 
“military force” of the country, 

lt is worthy of reflecuon how far this aet (as circum. 
stances exist) is to be considered withta the pale of the 
constitution, and obligatory upon the authorities of the 
goverament, Iefure the states were members of this 
union, they were sovereign. ‘Lhe United States govern- 
ment can legitimately exercise those rights Only with 
which the states parted under their general compact, 
To regulate theiv iateroal municipal au NOVY 1S a privie 
lege which has not been surrendered, Amongst those 
rights is the indisputable one of controlling their ciuzens, 
and governing them alter their own mode, with this ex- 
coplion, that a republican torm of goverument is to be 
secured to each. The states, being imdependent and 
sovereign within their own jimits, can admit no check 
upon their sovereignty, whether, in its exercise, it affecis 
one citizen or another—the white or the red man. By 
courtesy the laws have been withheld from an interte- 
rence with the Indians within a state; and that which 
heretofore was mere courtsey is now insisted upon as 
matter of paramount constitutional right, Surely this 
cannot be correct according to our notions and system of 
government; and, if wrong, the act of 1802, from the 
moment the laws are extended by a state over Indian 
territory, must cease to be operative, Reciprocity is 
always fair and just; and hence the law which would 
make it penal fora white man to tread, unlicensed, upon 
soil held through Indian occupancy; should equally ree 
strain the Ladian trom entering upon the domain of the 
white man. So taras exisung treaties Operate, the Unite 
ed States possess the power to concede this or any other 
privilege, because treaties, whether well or ill made, are 
the supreme law of the land; but they should be such 
as are permitted to be eutercd into by the constitution, 
and which, do not aileet the rights of a state bevond 
what her consent in be : 


e W iiic ly ute 


il’. 


CoM t tncmber of the tuson has 
sanctioned and authorized, 
uSurpalion. 


Under the authorily contided by you, during last sum- 


very Ui beyoud this is 


enabled to Keep at their moorings, and to ride out the | mer { visited some of the ludian trib: Ss, with a highly 
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valuable auxiliary, general John Coffee, of Alabama, 
and made known to them their situation. With the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, (the only tribes with whom 
we negotiated), treaties were concluded, From all ap- 
pearances, they were well satisfied with their own deci- 
sion, and the course which we pursued towards them. 
if any different teeling has since been incited, it is the 
work of persons who have sought, through the channels 
of theiv ignorance, to persuade them to the belief that 
great justice has been practised. 1 undertake to as- 
sure you, that, in all we did, the utmost fairness and 
candor were practised. We sought through persuasion 
only, to satisty them that thei situation called loudly 
for serious reflection. Pending the negotiation, no 
secret meetings were had, no bribes were offered, nor 
promises made, Every argument adduced, or sugges- 
tion olfered, was in open council, and in view of those 
whose rights were to be affected. Of this, abundant 
evidence exists, whatever may be said to the contrary. 
‘here was no motive to impose upon, or to deceive them. 
Our instructions forbade us to do so, and our inclination, 
besides, was an ample restraint. ‘lhe treaties concluded 
are ready for submission; and how far any practised in- 
justice or want of liberality can be imputed, will be 
fairly judged of when their tenor and condition shall be 
disclosed, If a liberality ampie and generous has not 
been regarded, our wishes have failed, and our judg- 
ments been mistaken, 

During this period, L witnessed much of the Indian 
character, their progress, refinement, and mareh towards 
civilization and ean well say, that in conducting the nego- 


tiation, every thing was done tu retain them in those pure | 


suits which should tend to their advancement, and to 
which their situation could reasonably lay claim. ‘Those 
who so zealously have espoused thei cause, and who at- 
fect seriously to deplore thei condition, are acting upon 
false premises; or are moved by mistaken considerations 
ot kmdness. But, as mankind are toundto differ even 
upon essential matters of taith, and thei ultimate re- 
sults, f can well imagine, that, in reference to such a 
subject as the present, honest ditlcrences of opinion may 
be expected, and will arise. Yet, belore a desire be 
adopted, earnestly, to retain these people at their pre- 
sent homes, we should be caretul not to receive mere 
impressions lor facts, but rather to hear the suggestions 
of truth and reason. We should look to the red men 
as they are, and not as ollentumes they are represented 
to be; to them maptitude to live under a well regulated 
system of jaw, and to the danger and hazard of the ex- 
perment. A few of them are well iniormed men, and 
capable of enjoying refined society. “These are the mix- 
ed lndian—the halt breed, as they are usually termed. 
Searcely any of the others speak our langusge, or are 
acquainted with the pemeipics of our goverument,  Lit- 
tle hope should be cntertained, even by those most san- 
guine On the subject, that any material advances in Civi- 
hization can be made with the present generation—those, 
I mean, who ave now at maturity in tile, Care and at- 
tendon towards the rising generation may tend greatly to 
improve, and in time meliorate, their present condition, 
‘bo turn them to industry, ts ol first importance. Labor 
is never an acceptable pursuit to Indians. In their an- 
improved state, a fondness for war and the chase, and 
ovatory at their councils, constitute their leading traits, 
because these afford the highest distinction, When, 
throagh the influence of cuiture and education, their 
taste upon these subjects shall be changed, and the cha- 
racter of an industrious agriculturist be held in higher 
estimation than dexterity of pursuit in the chase, 
then may they be expected to resort to industry, and give 
attention to the duties of agriculture. Indisposition to 
manual labor, so peculiarly the characterisuc of an In- 
dian, causes him to select the poorest grounds, because 
of the ease with which the thuber ss felled and cleared 
away. ‘Lhe exceptions which exist to this are principal- 
ly amongst those of mixed ludin blood, whose habits 
have becu napcoved, and whose minds have been culls 
vated, 

lL here are three divisions in the Choctaw nation, each 
of which is governed by achicl, who, within tts iinits, 
acts mdependentiy of the others. Lu his govermment he 
is auded by mimor aud subordinate chiefs, called captains, 
each of whom acts within his particular district. The 











| people are subordinate to the captains—the captains to 
the chiefs. One of these divisions compose what is 
called the Christian District, the chief of which is a man 
of good mind, with a common English education, and is 
religious. His people, too, are seemingly pious. Each 
night, pending the negotiation, until a late hour, they 
were at their exercises, singing and preaching. From 
every information, this Christian party, as it is termed, 
are not accurately and correctly intormed as to the prin- 
ciples and faith upon which they profess to act. A fu- 
ture state of rewards and punishments, for virtues or for 
crimes, 18 fashioned by their standard of savage life, and 
its enjoyments; and, in their imagination, is made to 
conform to what they conceive to be essential to consti- 
tute happiness, or misery here. Judging trom their de- 
votional conduct, they are, to all appearances, a reli- 
gious people. Certainly there are some perceptible and 
beneficial changes amongst them. They have become 
mostly an agricultural people. The practice of perfo- 
rating the nose and ears for the purpose of ornamenting 
them, is rapidly disappearing, and considered a rude 
custom. Vermillion paint, to ornament and to deeo- 
rate the face, is, ina great measure, given up. A ere- 
dulity in supernatural agency, in witches, and in witch- 
craft, is fast yielding; and the use of ardent spirits, par- 
ticularly in one of the districts, is in a great measure 
abandoned. A reasonable hope may be entertained, that 
| these people may in time prove that the zeal and efforts 
of the government to protect and civilize them, are not 
improperly bestowed, 








In concluding a treaty with these people, candor and 
fairness were the only means resorted to by the commis- 
sioners. ‘They were given to understand distinctly, that, 
in coming to visit them at their solicitation, and at their 
homes, no design was entertained beyond communicat- 
‘ing to them a knowledge of their true condition, and 
submitting to their judgment the course of policy by 
them to be pursued. We told them the opinion enter- 
tamed by the government as to the authority of Missis- 
sippi to extend over them her laws; and that the United 
States possessed not the power to prevent it. The in- 
terviews bad with them were in open council, where 
were present the chiefs and warriors, and some of our 
own citizens. Arguments addressed to their judgments 
were the means employed. No threat was used; no 
intimidation attempted. Under these circumstances, a 
treaty was concluded and signed, more than 5,000 In- 
dians being in attendance at the time. Amongst them 
was great apparent unanimity. Some did object and 
were dissatisfied, but not as it regarded the general poli- 
cy of treating, but because they believed themselves en- 
| titled to obtain, and were solicitous to procure large re- 
secvations. “Lhe number thus influenced was small. 
Since that time, active efforts have been made in the 
nation to induce dissatisfaction amongst the Indians, and 
to persuade them that they had been greatly deceived 
und imposed upon. 


An old chief, (Mushulatubbee), who was favorable to 
the treaty, by afew of the discontented of his district, 
has been recently deposed, and the name of another sent 
to this office to receive recognition. ‘The design is pro- 
bably to show that the people are displeased beeause he 
signed the treaty. ‘Fhe answer returned to their appli- 
cation was, that, while the government meant not to in- 
terfere with their mode or manner of self government, 
it could not recognize, what had been done by a few; 
yet, when achief should be chosen by a majority of the 
division, and the fact so certified by their general coun- 
cil, he would be regarded as properly chosen, and be 
considered as such. An examination of this treaty wil 
clearly show, J} think, that justice and liberality have 
been regarded. ‘The great majority of the nation were 
satisied when he left them; and, trom information since 
received, yet continue to be satisfied. Their anxious 
desire is, to get to a country under the protection of 
the United States, where they can be free from any lia- 
bility to state laws, and be able to dwell in peace under 
ther Own Customs, 














‘The commissioners appointed to further the execu- 
tion of the treaty of Butte des Morts have discharged 
the trust confided to them, and have made their re- 
port. ‘The misunderstanding between the New York 
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and Green Bay Indians has been examined and adjust- 
ed; the report to be confirmed, only requires your ap- 
proval, agreeably to the second article of that treaty. 

Very respectfully, JOHN H. EATON. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy department, 6th Dec. 1830. 

The following report of the transactions of the 
navy of the United States, during the present year, 
with a view of the several subjects connected with 
its interests, is respectfully laid before the president 
of the United States. , 

The state of the navy, since the communication 
made to you in December last, has been, generally, 
favorable to its active exertions in the important pur- 
suits in which it has been engaged. No distressing 
casualty, or marked calamity, has assailed it since the 
loss of the sloop of war Hornet; information of which 
lamented event was received, prior to the adjourn- 
ment of the last session of congress. 

The active force employed within the year, has not 
been essentially varied from that kept in service, for 
several years past. This consists of five frigates, ten 
sloops uf war, and four schooners: of these, the most 
efficient squadron, composed of two frigates and 
four sloops, has been required to cruize in the Medi- 
terranean sea, where, from the large interest engag- 
ed in mercantile adventures, to the several states on 
its coasts, its presence was deemed of most impor- 
tance. This has continued under the command of 
com. Biddle. Two of the vessels composing it, have 
been relieved, their terms of service having expired, 
and their places supplied ‘by the sloops of war Con- 
cord and Boston; the former, being first ordered to 
convey the United States’ minister to Russia, and the 
latter, to take the United States’ consul general to the 
Barbary powers. 

The state of these vessels has been represented to 
be, in point of order and preparation for service, 
every way worthy of approbation, and the discipline 
exact, without rigor—promising all required efficien- 
cy in its force. Under the command of this able and 
vigilant officer, all the necessary protection has been 
given to the trade in that quarter, no case having 
come to the knowledge of the department, of injuries 
from piratical attacks; and, with the several states 
and sovereignties bordering on its coasts, the best 
understanding has been preserved. This squadron, 
continues to rendezvous at the port of Mahon, inthe 
island of Minorca, a privilege which has been con- 
ceded by the government of Spain, affording great 
conveniences to the United States’ squadrons, espe- 
cially at seasons when their safety would be endan- 
gered by remaining at sea. Here they enjoy a res- 
pite from the labors and dangers of the ocean, in a 
climate mild and favorable, to the restoration of the 
health of their crews, after long and laborious ser- 
vice at sea. 

Other changes in the vessels employed in this sea 
are contemplated during the next year, but the force 
is not proposed to be diminished; nor, in the present 
agitated condition of the contiguous states, could this 
be done, without subjecting the commercial enter- 
prises of the country to the casualties attending a| 
state of warfare, should such be the unhappy result 
of the present hostile indications in that quarter. 

The squadron appointed to cruize on the coasts of 
Brazil and Buenos Ayres, and the Pacific ocean, has 
been steadily engaged in guarding the United States’ 
mercantile interests on these coasts. This service 
has been performed with fidelity and success; and 
the flag of the union, now gives full security to the 
merchandise, it is authorized to introduce and ex- 
change, with the respective countries to which it is 
carried. 

The cessation of hostilities, between the states of 


Brazil and Buenos Ayres, has greatly favored the ad- 
vances of trade, and diminished the hazards of mer- 
cantile adventure with every part of the South Ame- 
rican continent. But the unstable and inefficient 
governments of a part of these states, forbid the idea 
that this can be long enjoyed, without embarrass- 
ments and vexatious interruptions, unless it shall be 
sustained by the presence of an active protecting 
force. It cannot, consequently, be believed to be 
consistent with good policy to lessen the efficiency of 
this force. 


Several of the vessels composing these two squad~ 
rons, will be relieved in the course of the next year, 
preparation for that purpose being in active progress. 
It is also contemplated, to make some changes in the 
description of force to be employed on the Atlantic 
coast of South America, adapting it better for the 
harbors it is forced to look to, for security against the 
tempestuous weather, so often experienced on these 
coasts. * 

In a former communication made to you, it wag 
noticed, that the sloop of war Vincennes, commanded 
by captain Finch, which had composed one of the 
squadron in the Pacific ocean, had been directed 
(after the expiration of the term limited for the 
cruize on the coasts of Chili and Peru), to touch at 
the Marquesas, Society, and Sandwich islands; and, 
after spending the necessary time, in looking to the 
United States’ commercial concerns in that quarter, 
to take Canton, &c. in the way, and thence, by the 
cape of Good Hope, pursue the usual route to the 
United States. 


This order has been faithfully executed: the ship 
has returned in good condition, with its crew well 
disciplined, and in excellent health. 

The particulars of this voyage are given in the re- 
port of captain Finch. These have a claim to the 
attention of the public, from the information afford- 
ed on many points, relating to the character and 
habits ofa people, just emerging from a state of sim- 
plicity and ignorance, and, from their peculiar lo- 
cality, necessarily controiling the comforts of the 
large number of United States’ cilizens who annually 
visit them. 

The great amount of tonnage and capital employ- 
ed in the whale fisheries, in the adjoining seas, makes 
its convenient prosecution, a matter of no inconsider- 
able concern to the nation. 

The necessity, also, for repose after the long voy- 
ages required by this trade, and the want of supplies 
for health and convenience, and repairs of the ves- 
sels, render these islands places of general rendez- 
vous; and itis consequently of great importance, that 
the most friendly intercourse be maintained with the 
inhabitants. Captain Finch, by his judicious and 
conciliatory deportment, has probably secured a long 
continuance of kindly treatment to his countrymen, 
from these people, and has added greatly to the pros- 
pects of a successful termination of their enterprises. 

Some extracts from this report are herewith trans- 
mitted, marked A. 


The squadron which has been maintained in the 
West Indies and Gulf of Mexico, consists, at present, 


‘of four sloops of war and three schooners, under the 


command of commodore Elliott. Several changes 
have been made in the vessels employed on this sta- 
tion, in consequence of the expiration of the terms 
of service of the crews, or the want of repairs of the 
vessels. No causes are supposed to exist, making it 
necessary to add to this force; nor can it be safely 
diminished, though the energy and activity, with 
which it has guarded the United States’ trade, may be 
said, for the present, effectually to have suppressed 
piratical aggression. 

The great facilities afforded by the inlets and har- 
bors of the islands in the Mexican gulf, for the resort 
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and concealment of the vessels engaged in the com- 
mission of piracies; the class of population with 
which these islands abound, composed of refugees 
and outlaws, escaped from ihe punishment, due for 
crimes committed in other countries, give advantages 
for piratical enterprises, scarcely known in any other 
quarter of the globe. Nothing short of the exertion 
of positive and continued force, can be expected to 


keep these marauders in check, and give the desired 
security to trade. 


The invasion which took place during the last 
year, of the territories of the Mexican states, by an 
armament from the island of Cuba, having given 
ground for apprehension, that the United States’ trade 
to these states might, suffer from the pretexts afford- 
ed by this state of conflict between the two coun- 
tries, an act was passed at the last session of con- 
gress authorizing the employment of some additional 
force upon that station. In conformity to the pro- 

,vision of that act, the frigate Brandywine, under the 

command of captain Ballard, was equipped and des- 
patched for that coast, and continued for several 
months to cruize in its vicinity. Whatever danger 
might have threatened the trade in that quarter, has 
been effectually parried, by the means taken for its 
protection; and this ship after returning to the Unit- 
ed States for necessary refitments, has since sailed 
to join the Mediterranean squadron and relieve the 
frigate Java. 

It is believed that great advantages might be deriv- 
ed from changing, to a certain extent, the descrip- 
tion of naval force employed in the West. Indies, es- 
pecially for the suppression of piracy. 

The proposed change would consist of the substi- 
tution of three schooners, in lieu of one of the sloops 
of war now employed in that service. 

Vessels of this force would be fully able to cope 
with and capture any piratical cruizer which might 
be expected to be encountered on this station, and 
they would possess the greater advantage of multiply- 
ing, by the increased number of the squadron, the 
chances of discovering the enemy, while their struc- 
ture and inferior size, would diminish the risk of 
being known in theirapproaches. Their lighter draft 
of water, would favor the pursuit into the obscure re- 
cesses and haunts of these cruizers, and give the im- 
portant facility of entering many of the harbors on 
the Mexican gulf, for security against the frequent 
hurricanes prevailing in tropical climates. 

It is respectfully recommended that an appropria- 
tion be made for building the proposed number and 
description of vessels. 

The health of the officers and crews of the United 
States’ vessels of war, has been generally good, and 
uninterrupted by the attacks of the epidemic and ma- 
lignant fevers, which are so readily engendered in 
tropical climates, and which exert such fatal influ- 
ence on the constitutions of persons not familiarized 
to a residence in them. This may be ascribed, in 
some degree, to the improved system of ventilation, 
and the great neatness observed in the economy of 
vessels of war, and the adaptation of the diet and 
dress of the crews, to the temperature of the coasts 
and countries, where their duties are to be perform- 
ed. The modern discoveries in chemical science 
have also been resorted to, to preserve the mariner 
from the attacks of these fatal maladies. Several 
communications have been received from the surgi- 
eal department of the navy, by whom experiments 
on the chloride of lime were ordered to be made, 
giving the results of their observations on its powers 
in preventing the generation of such diseases. 

rom these a few extracts have been taken, and 
are herewith transmitted, marked B. 

These furnish subjects for congratulation to the 
friends of the improvement of the condition of the 
seaman’s life, and indicate that the period is not re- 
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mote, when a service in the climates of the torrid zone 
will no longer be the terror of nautical men, but will 
be performed with as fair a prospect of exemption 
from disease, as is now experienced in the temperate 
latitudes. 

It is to be regretted, that an exception to this gene- 
ral bealthfulness of the navy has been experienced 
in one of the vessels of the West India squadron. 

From the communications of commodore Elliott, 
it appears thut the yellow fever made its appearance 
on board the sloop of war Peacock, some time in the 
month of June last, and that it continued to harass 
the crew of that vessel after its return to Pensacola, 
in September; nor were its attacks intermitted, until 
it had deprived the service of four valuable officers, 
and of several seamen. 

It is worthy of remark, that, on board this vessel, 
the powerful preventive agent abovementioned, was 
not used, the surgeon relying, for the preservation of 
the health of the crew, on the superior cleanliness 
and well ventilated state of the vessel. 

The commissioners of the navy board, interpret- 
ing the act, making an appropriation for the repairs 
of vessels in ordinary, and the wear and tear of ves- 
sels in commission, as admitting a greater latitude in 
its application to naval purposes, than, it is believed, 
was contemplated by the framers of the law, or was 
admissable by a fair construction of its terms, have 
caused to be built, out of that fund, a new sloop of 
war, in the place of the ‘John Adams,” which had 
been found defective in the model, and otherwise 
unfit for repair. 

This subject was referred to your consideration; 
and, in conformity to your decision, an order has 
been issued, requiring that, in future, the application 
of this fund shall be confined to the repairs of vessels 
in ordinary, and the wear and tear of vessels in com- 
mission; and that no vesse) shall be built or rebuilt, 
unless authorized by a specific appropriation. 

The condition of the navy hospitals, at most of the 
navy yards in the United States, is entirely deficient 
in the means of giving accommodation to the inva- 
lids of the navy, who may be so unfortunate as to re- 
quire it. Atmost of these places, the only provision 
made for their comfort during illness, is some tempo- 
rary shelter or old building, possessing no one of the 
requisites necessary for this purpose. The mariner, 
who returns after long and faithful service in distant 
and uncongenial climates, finds no asylum prepared 
for his reception and recovery from diseases, incident 
to such service, but is compelled to linger out his 
life in crowded and confined apartments, even less 
favorable to his restoration, than the hold of the ves- 
se] from which he has been discharged. 


The funds which have accrued from the monthly 

deductions of the pay of the navy, and the several 
appropriations made by congress, have been expend- 
ed in the erection of two magnificent buildings, nei- 
ther of which has been finished, and but one of them, 
(at Norfolk, Virginia), is applicable to, or designed 
for, the accommodation of the sick. For several 
years to come, there cannot be such an accumulation 
of navy hospital capital, as will enable the commis- 
sioners of that fund, to engage in the construction of 
other useful and permanent buildings for these ob- 
jects. 
, At Pensacola, to the mild and salubrious climate of 
which, the invalids of the navy look with so much 
anxiety,as a place of refuge and restoration from 
tropical pestilence, there is no building which will 
even protect the sufferers from the inclemencies of 
the weather, much less secure to them the convenien- 
ces and comforts which their situation demands. 

At New York, and at Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
the necessary lands have been purchased, with the 
navy hospital funds, for the erection of buildings for 
the use of the sick, and are in every respect favora- 
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bly situated, for affording the advantages which such 
establishments should possess. 

These sites, in the vicinity of stations which are of 
so much importance to the navy, from the number of 
efficient recruits enlisted at them for its service, re- 
main unimproved, and unprovided with the buildings 
that are indispensable for the welfare of the invalid. 

The laws passed at the last and preceding sessions 
of congress for the gradual improvement of the navy, 
the protection of the ships in ordinary, and for the 

reservation of the materials for naval purposes, col- 
ected at the different navy yards, have received a 
due share of the attention of the department. 

The construction of the two dry-docks authorized 
under the first of these acts, at Boston and Norfolk, 
is progressing. The one at Boston is now in such a 
state of advancement, as to induce the expectation 
that it may be brought into operation, during the en- 
suing year, or early in 1832. The completion of 
these two laborious and expensive works, will mark 
an important advance in the progress of our naval 
improvements. Repairing the ships of war of the 
larger classes, hitherto a work of so much labor, ex- 
pense, and hazard, will, by the conveniences afford- 
ed by these docks, be rendered comparatively easy, 
and be executed, not only without risk and at far less 
cost than formerly, but in a manner better securing 
both the strength and durability of the ship. Paper 
marked C, annexed, contains information in detail on 


- — 


important material for the navy, it can scarcely be 
necessary for the present to engage in its artificial 
propagation or culture. 

Under an impression that this system is neither ex- 
pedient, nor in conformity to the intentions of the 
act, an order has been given to discontinue the works 
after the expiration of the present year, 

But the preservation of this timber,is an object of 














this subject. 


Extensive houses have been prepared for the re- 
ception of materials provided under this act, and 
other buildings are in progress, which will give com-| 
plete protection to the large stores now deposited at} 
the different yards, and those which are to be deliv- 
ered under existing contracts. 





The necessary examinations required by this act, 
to determine the practicability and expediency of 
erecting a marine rail-way, at the navy yard, Pensa- 
cola, have been made by one of the United States’ 
engineers. 

The views of this officer on this subject were laid 
before the board of navy commissioners, and they 
have expressed the opinion that it is not expedient or 





proper, under the restrictions and conditions impos- 
ed by the act, to cause the construction of this de- 
sirable improvement to be attempted. 

it is indispensable, however, that some facility 
should be afforded at this most convenient position, 
for the repairs of the vessels of war engaged in the 
West India service. Itis proposed that a wharf suit- 
able for these purposes should be built, in place of 
the contempiated rail-way; and the necessary esti- 
mates for its erection are in readiness to be trans- 
mitted. 


Further efforts have been made for the execution 





of this act as far as it relates to the preservation of 


the live oak, growing on the coasts of the Atlantic and 
Gulf of Mexico. 


By the fourth section of this act, the president is 
authorized to provide for the preservation of this 
timber; but it seems to have been intended that the 
power should be limited to thatobject. An interpre- 
tation of the law has, heretofore, been entertained, 
extending this power not only to the planting of the 
acorns, and the cultivation of plantations of young 
trees, but to the purchase from individuals of lands 





producing them. The paper accompanying this, 
marked D, shows the amount which has been ex- 
pended on these plantations, and the sums which have 
been paid to individuals for the purchase of tracts of 
such land. 

When it is considered that this timber in the natu- 
ral product of the coast of the United States from 
the St. Mary’s to the Sabine; that the greater part of 
this belongs to the United States, and is proposed to 
be retained with a view to preservinga supply of this 


great importance, and should be prosecuted with an 
active and undeviating purpose. 

In aid of those measures which have been hereto- 
fore resorted to, a vessel of such draft of water, as 
was adapted to the navigation of the rivers and creeks 
of the coasts of Florida, and the Gulf of Mexico, has 
been selected and fitted out, and the command given 
to a vigilant and enterprising officer of the navy, who 
has been required to visit, from time to time, as the 
seasons or circumstances would permit, every sec- 
tion of these coasts, and to use the utmost efforts to 
suppress further depredations upon the public inte- 
rests. Surveyors and agents, have also been directed 
to explore such parts of the coast as abound with the 
live oak, to designate the boundaries between private 
and public claims to land, and to mark out such 
tracts as they may think it most conducive to the 
public interest, shoula be reserved from sale. 

The accompanying report of the fourth auditor of 
the treasury, marked E, shows the several sums 
which have been paid in carrying into effect the act 
of 3d March, 1819, and other acts, making appro- 
priation for supporting and removing certain persons 
of color, from the United States to the coast of Africa. 
It appears from this statement, that, under authority 
of these acts, 252 persons of this description have 
been removed to the settlement, provided by the colo- 
nization society on the coast of Africa; and that there 
has been expended therefor the sum of two hundred 
and sixty-four thousand seven hundred and ten dol- 
lars. 

These several acts appear to have been passed in 
a spirit of justice and benevolence, to repair, as far 
as possible, the injuries inflicted by the citizens of 
the United States upon the defenceless persons, who 
are the subjects of the African slave trade; and the 
appropriations have been made, with a liberality cor- 
responding with the humane intentions of the fra- 
mers of the laws. 

The terms of these acts are sufficiently defined to 
be readily intelligible. It would seem, that the au- 
thority given to the president, was limited to the sup- 
port of the negroes or persons of color, during their 
stay in the United States, to their removal to the 
coast of Africa, and to the delivering of them to the 
care of an agent, &c. There is no power expressly 
vested in the executive to provide, after such de- 
livery, either for their supportor protection. A libe- 
ral interpretation of the law might permit some al- 
lowance to be made for their maintenance, after being 
landed, until they could find employment by which 
itmightbeearned. But thiseven would be authority 


from inference only, and should be cautiously exer- 
cised. 


The practice has been to furnish these persons 
with provisions for a period of time, after being 
landed in Africa, varying from six months to one year; 
to provide them with houses, arms, and ammunition; 
to pay for the erection of fortifications; for the duild- 
ing of vessels for their use; and, in short, to render 
all the aids required for the founding and support of 
a colonial establishment. 

This latitudinous interpretation of the law, has re- 
sulted in the heavy expenditures detailed in the an- 
nexed report. Understanding the law in the limit- 
ed acceptation represented above, it will in future 
be executed accordingly, and every effort made by 
the department, to confine the application of this 








fund within the pale of its provisions. 
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The term for which the crew of the frigate Java 
had been enlisted having nearly expired, that vessel 
has been ordered to return to the United States, in 
doing which, the commander has been required, in 
furtherance of the humane policy pursued by the 
government, to touch at the settlement at Liberia, 
and to aid in enforcing the laws which have been 
enacted, for the suppression of the slave trade. 

In a communication heretofore made to you, the 
opinion was expressed, that the number of navy 
. yards now established and in operation, was greater 
than was required for the present wants of the naval 
service, and that a part of them were liable to the 
further objection of inconvenient location, both from 
their great distance from the ocean, and the defi- 
ciency in the depth of water for the larger classes of 
vessels. 

This opinion has not been changed by any infor- 
mation since obtained, or by subsequent considera- 
tion of the subject. 

Should it, however, become the necessary policy 
of the government, to make a great addition to its na- 
val force, it is possible they may all may be found 
useful, especially for the repairs of the smaller 
classes of vessels, and as depots for materials for the 
navy, collected from the contiguous country. 

Whatever course may be pursued in relation to 
these establishments, it is believed to be of the ut- 
most importance to the security and general inte- 
rests of the navy, that other positions be sought for, 
possessing greater advantages, and not liable to the 
objections which have been mentioned. 

Few positions on our maritime frontier offer all 
the requisites for such purposes. But where these 
are found, it cannot be good policy to neglect the 
measures necessary to secure the possession and im- 
provement of them. 

The advantages believed to be possessed by the 
Dry Tortugas, in the Guif of Mexico, for such an es- 
tablishment, have heretofore been represented to 
congress, and it is much to be desired, that the 
opinions of the intelligent naval officers who have 
recommended this position, should be tested by the 
more minute examinations of engineers, possessing 
the scientific knowledge necessary for its accurate 
determination. 


Pensacola, as a place of depot and resort for ves- 
sels of war, requiring supplies or repairs, has much 
to recommend it, being contiguous to that part of 
the United States’ coast which, it may be presumed, 
it will long be necessary should be guarded, particu- 
larly by that class of vesse!s, which can safely enter 
i's harbor, possessing a healthful climate, and the 
country in its neighborhood abounding with the best 
materials for the construction of vessels of war. 
But, asa place of general rendezvous for fleets or 
squadrons composed of ships of the largest classes, 
it cannot, in the present state of the entrance into 
its harbor, be regarded as offering the required fa- 
cilities. 

From a report made by the department of war to 
the house of representatives on the 5th February, 
1830, it appears that a survey was made of this har- 
bor during the preceding year, with a view of deter- 
mining the practicability of deepening the channel 
of the entrance into this harbor, and thus adapting it 
to the great purposes of a naval depot for the Unit- 
ed States’ navy. 

The result of this survey was entirely favorable to 
the expectation of success from such an undertaking, 
and at an expense not estimated to exceed $107,000 
Whether the work, if it would be accomplished, 
would secure a permanent facility of entrance, unin- 
fluenced by the operations of the tides and storms, 
can only be determined by the experiment. The ob- 
ject, however, is one of deep interest to those sec- 
tions of the United States, embraced within the val- 


ley of the Mississippi, as well as to those engaged in 
conveying their productions to market. 

The communication made by the commissioners of 
the navy, dated 19th October, 1829, and addressed 
to you, with the report on naval affairs, at the com- 
mencement of the last session of congress, afforded 
some views in relation to the fitness of the harbor of 
Newport, Rhode Island, or some place in the Narra- 
ganset bay, for a naval depot and rendezvous for the 
United States’ navy. 

From this it appears that the general advantages 
of this harbor or bay, for such purposes, are, in 
some respects, superior to any position east of the 
Chesapeake bay. In addition to the information 
furnished by this document, it will be found, on re- 
ference to the surveys of captains Evans and Perry, 
made by order of the navy department in 1815 and 
1817, that the places referred to, combine almost 
every advantage desirable for such an establishment; 
especially a facility of ingress and egress, witha suffi- 
cient depth of water for ships of the largest classes, 
and of a capacity to permit the largest fleets to ride 
within their waters, in security from storms, or ob- 
structions from accumulations of ice; that its prox- 
imity to the ocean, gives all the advantages of con- 
venient attack or retreat from an enemy; and that, 
from the number and nature of the channels of en- 
trance and departure, a fleet could not be blockaded 
within it, without an application of force imcompar- 
ably greater than the one intended to be shut up; 
and that it is believed to be defensible at an ex- 
pense, far Jess than that which has been ineurred for 
similar objects. In addition to these important ad- 
vantages, it is described by the oflicers above named, 
as admitting of the entrance of vessels, with the wind 
blowing from points of the compass during the pre- 
valence of which, it would be impossible to make a 
port in any harbor on the eastern coast of the Unit- 
ed States. This peculiar facility might, if the 
harbor was properly defended, result in the security 
ofa fleet from the attacks of a superior enemy, and 
affords the strongest inducements to provide for its 
scientifical survey, and the determination of all the 
points connected with the subject. 

It is respectfully recommended that an appropria- 
tion be made, authorizing such survey by the proper 
engineers, of the harbor of Newport, or other posi- 
tions on Narraganset bay, with a view to the selec- 
tion of a site, offering the greatest number of these 
advantages, and susceptible of defence at the least 
expense to the nation. 


Some difference of opinion having taken place be- 
tween the commissioners of navy yards, who were 
appointed to examine the sites at the navy yard, in 
Brooklyn and Governor’s island, to determine which 
of the two positions was more eligible for a naval 
depot and building yard, no selection had been made 
for the buildings which were required for the seve- 
ral purposes of the establishment. This yard had 
consequently remained unimproved, to the great in- 
jury of the store of materials which had been col- 
lected there, as well as the general operations of 
building and repairing. 

The subject having been referred to your conside- 
ration, and all the documents explaining the relative 
advantages of the two sites having been laid before 
you, it has, in conformity with your opinion, been 
ordered that the timber houses shall be erected at 
the old establishment at Brooklyn, until further sur- 
veys can be made, affording such minute informa- 
tion, as will justify a final disposition of the subject. 

The papers herewith transmitted, marked F, fur- 
nish statements, communicated by the board of 
navy commissioners. 

No. 1, shows the number of vessels of war in ordi- 
nary at the different stations, their present condition, 





and the progress which has been made in protecting 
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them from the effects of the weather, and the expense 
which must be incurred for their thorough repair. 
No. 2, shows that there are now on the stocks, well 
protected from the weather, and in a very advanced 
stage of preparation, five ships of the line and seven 
frigates. These can be readily finished and putin 
commission, whenever the exigencies of the service 
may demand an increase of the naval force. — 
An important circumstance attending this condi- 
tion of the vessels alluded to, is, that they may be 
retained for any length of time in their present situa- 
tion, without material injury from any cause of de- 
cay, and that this is effected, at an expense scarcely 
worth estimating. 
No. 3, exhibits the measures taken for the protec- 
tion of the vessels in ordinary from further decay. 
The list marked 4, giving a view of the quantity of | 
materials for the navy collected at the several places 








of depot, shows that, making all due allowance for 


that portion which has been rendered unfit for use, | 
by their long exposure to the weather, there is still | 


remaining a large supply of the most valuable quali- | 
ties. 

The great loss which has been suffered from the 
causes mentioned above, has made it necessary to 
urge the adoption of measures to prevent its future 
occurrence; and instructions have been issued, to 
provide, in time, the necessary houses and timber- 
sheds, so as to guard against the injurious exposure 
of the materials to the weather, after they shall have 
been deposited at the respective navy yards. 

The accompanying extracts of letters, marked G, 
addressed to the department by the officers of the 
navy, who have had opportunities of witnessing the 
employment of canvass made from cotton, on board 
their respective vessels, are herewith presented for) 
your consideration. 

The results of their observations go far to confirm 
the favorable anticipations which have been enter- 
tained of the value of this kind of canvass. And the 
opinion may now, with some confidence, be offer-| 
ed, that this article of domestic production will ul-| 
timately supersede the necessity for the importation | 
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In a communication made to the honorable chair 
men of the committees of naval affairs in the senate 
and house of representatives, on the 16th February 
last, proposing a peace establisiiment, some remarks 
were offered, supporting the opinion that it was just 
and expedient that an increase in the rank of its offi- 
cers should constitute a part of the naval system. 

While the United States’ marine was confined to a 
few frigates and smaller vessels, no advantage could 
have been gained, in any point of view, from higher 
grades in the naval service than that of captain. 
But since the great increase in the number and size 
of the United States’ vessels of war, and as occasions 
arise in the service for their combination into fleets 
or squadrons, other duties, arduous and responsible, 
and requiring the possession of superior nautical sci- 
ence and general intelligence, devolve upon their 
commanders. These higher degrees of qualification 
for the service, the fruit of long and unremitting de- 
votion to their acquirement, merit a correspondent 
elevation in professional rank and distinction. 

It has been supposed, also, that superior rank has 
a tendency tosecure the enforcement of discipline, 
inasmuch as the orders of a superior, are more readi- 
lv and faithfully observed, than those of one, of equal 
grade. 


The increase may certainly obviate some causes of 


| irritation in the intercourse of the officers of the navy, 


with those of foreign nations, the least powerful of 
which, have higher grades than are known in this ser- 
vice, and universally claim honors and percedence ac- 
cording totheir rank. These must either be yielded, 
or intercourse suspended; and thiscould not but result 
injuriously, should it be necessary for the United 
States’ vessels to co-operate with those of other na- 
tions in any difficult naval enterprize. 

The subject of an increase of the pay of the offi- 
cers of the navy has heretofore been brought to your 
consideration; and you are again respectfully refer- 
red to the suggestions offered in the report made to 
you on the Ist December last. 


In anticipation that this measure will receive fa- 


of foreign hemp, for the manufacture of a large por-| Vorable consideration, estimates, founded on the 
tion of the canvass required for the United States’| Scale of increased compensation, proposed at the last 


navy. 


The laws for the government of the navy are be 
lieved to require revision. Under the vague and 
indeterminate provisions of these laws, it can scarce- 
ly happen, that similer degrees of punishment, will 
be awarded for similar degrees of offence. 

The tribunals invested with the power of trying 
persons, charged with violations of these laws, may, 
in many cases, (if the party has been found guilty), 
sentence the offender to suffer the severest penalties 
of the law, or dismiss him with the mere nominal 
punishment of reprimand—the words of the law, in 
several of its most important articles, being that the 
offender shall, on conviction, &c. ‘suffer death, or 
such other punishment as the court shall adjudge.” 

Amongst the evils and odious features of the law, 
as an institution, this very uncertainty has been cited 
as one justly meriting the opprobrium which has 
been attached to it; and, pervading, as it does, almost 
every part of this system, itfurnishes, independent- 
ly of other defects, an urgent motive for a reconsi- 
deration of the subject by the national legislature. 

Believing that the usefulness and reputation of the 
navy, are connected essentially with its obedience to 
the laws and regulations enacted for its government, 
the department, has been assiduously engaged in en- 
deavoring to promote their proper observance, and 
to cause the duty of its officers, especially of its ju- 


nior members, to be discharged in alternate routine,’ 


thus imposing on each a share of the burdens, and 


giving to all, the advantages to be derived froma 
practical attention tothem. 


session of congress, are herewith transmitted. 

The authority which is given to the department to 
make allowances out of the contingent fund to cover 
the expenses of the officers of the navy, for various 
‘incidental purposes, forms an important item in its 
duties and powers. The disposition of this large 
fund is wholly within the control of the secretar 
of the navy, and its application only limited by his 
sense of justice and expediency. 


Without urging that this discretion has, at any 
time, been improperly or unjustly exercised, it may 
'be said, that it unquestionably offers the means of 
committing great abuses by extravagant grants or al- 
|lowances to some, while these benefits may be whol- 

ly withheld from others, 

As far as it is practicable, these allowances, now 
contingent, should be specifically designated, secur- 
ing, without the abuse of the fund, a just return to 











>? 
ithe parties fer the sums necessarily expended for 
such incidental purposes. 


This, in many cases, may be effected by legislative 
enactments, particularly as relates to travelling ex- 
penses, attendance on courts martial, either as mem- 
bers or witnesses, the pay of judge advocates, and 
to oflicers, engaged on extra duty beyond the limits 
of their stations, &e. 

In the absence of precise legal provision on these 
points, the allowances in future, will be confined 
strictly to the sums believed to be necessary to meet 
the expenses of officers so employed. 

In the report made to the honorable the chairman 
of the committee on naval affairs in the house of re- 
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presentatives, on the 21st of Jauuary last, a recom- 
mendation was offered, proposing some modification 
in the powers and duties of the board of commission- 
ers of the navy. 

The department has not found cause to change 
the opinion then expressed, that a division of the 
duties of the navy board would have a tendency to 
secure the discharge of its various duties more for 
the public benefit; that it would especially favor 
this, by directing ‘‘the undivided attention of the offi- 
cer tothe class of duties which may be confided to 
his management,” ‘that this exclusive devotion of 
his time and talents, to a single train of services, 
would enable him to attain a more intimate know- 
ledge of their interests,” to adopt a better system for 
their execution; and “that it would secure a stron- 


ger individual responsibility for their faithful dis- 
charge.” 


The considerations enumerated above, off er their 
own recommendation; and being in concurrence 
with the sentiments of the board itself, a body which 
from experience has derived the means of forming 
correct opinions on the subject, it may be fairly 
presumed that the adoption of the measure will re- 
sult in much public utility. 


The documents marked H, I, K, show the num- 
ber of deaths, dismissals and resignations, which 
have occurred within the present year. 

The estimates for the year 1831, are herewith 
transmitted, marked L. 


The appropriations for the present year have been 
found more than sufficient for its current expendi- 
tures; and there will remain of them an unexpend- 
ed balance, probably exceeding one million of dol- 
lars. 


It has been doubted by many able and observant 
officers of the navy whether the marine corps, as 
constituting a part of the naval force, might not be 
dispensed with, without materially diminishing its 
efficiency. On this point, the opinions of many of 
the superior officers of the navy were called for, and 
presented to the honorable chairman of the commit- 
tee on naval affuirs of the senate, during the last ses- 
sion of congress. These, it appeared, were by no 
means in accordance with each other; and this diver- 
sity of sentiment, amongst persons best qualified to 
determine the question, has induced the department 
to withhold any recommendation on the subject. 

The laws authorizing the establishment of this 
corps provide that it shall be governed by the ‘same 
rules and articles of war, as are prescribed for the 
military establishment of the United States, accord- 
ing to the nature of the service in which it shall be 
employed,” &c. Under this provision, it has been 
determined that marines, while serving at navy yards, 
shall be governed by military regulation. By this de- 
cision, two systems of discipline are brought into 
operation on persons employed on duty at the same 
establishment. The inconveniences of such an ar- 
rangement, must be apparent. The perfect preser- 
vation of good order at the navy yards, demands that 
the commander should have the exclusive govern- 
ment of all persons, employed in service within the 
limits of his command. 

As a measure tending to give reputation and effici- 
ency to the navy, the cultivation of the minds of 
those who are to compose its active members isa sub- 
ject of great national interest. It is a fact which 
will not be questioned, that the early education of the 
officers of the navy is entirely unequal to the charac- 
ter they have subsequently to sustain. 

Few appointments under the government involve a 
necessity for more general and scientific attainments. 
As officers of the navy, they are required to act as 
judges of the law and evidence, on trials of their 
brother officers for offences affecting the lives and 


























characters of the accused: as commanders of ships, 
they should possess not only a practical acquaintance 
with seamanship, but an accurate knowledge of those 
branches of mathematics connected with the science 
of navigation, with astronomy and geography: and, 
as commanders of fleets or squadrons, they must be 
well informed on all points of international law, hav- 
ing reference to the rights of neutrals and bellige- 
rents, the often recurring question of the rights of 
blockade, and other interdictions of intercourse be- 
tween powers standing in this relation to each other; 
to possess an accurate acquaintance with the modern 
languages, to enable them to enter into discussions 
on points of difference which may arise with the re- 
presentatives of foreign states speaking such foreign 
language; and it may often happen that the commu- 
nications can only be advantageously made in the 
language of the party with whom the subject of dis- 
pute may exist. The sons of the wealthy may obtain 
these advantages from the bounty of their parents; 
but, without the aid of public instruction, how are 
the sons of the less affluent to become qualified to 
command in the naval service? 

It may be further remarked, that, while a school, 
on the most liberal and comprehensive plan of in- 
struction, has been provided for the military talent 
of the country, and has been endowed with every at- 
tribute for the advancement of the education of the 
youth who aspire to a share in the toils or honors of 
a military life, the only provision which has been 
authorized by law for the instruction of the midship- 
men in the navy is to be found in the allowance of 
$25 per month to the schoolmasters retained on board 
the larger vessels of war. 

The reports on the concerns of the navy hospital 
and navy pension funds will be transmitted as soon 
as the accounts of the several agents are received. 
The remoteness of the residence of some of the 
agents of the pension fund makes it difficult and in- 
convenient to obtain complete statements of their 
transactions to be rendered within the time prescrib- 
ed by the act of 23d April, 1800. 

In presenting views of the policy which it may be 
for the public interest should be pursued in reference 
to the naval establishment, it may be observed that 
the rapid increase of the population and general re- 
sources of the nation, which has already taken place, 
and is daily advancing, leaves little tobe dreaded 
from invasions of its territory by an external foe, de- 
tached as itis from the great warlike powers of the 
world. 

It will be on the ocean, and in the transit of its 
mercantile enierprise to distant markets, that the na- 
tion may be regarded as most vulnerable; and to 
this point should its efforts for defence be chiefly 
directed. 


The great expense attending the support of so 
larze a naval force as may be occasionally required 
to give security to the commercial pursuits of the 
country, and to protect the accessible portions of the 
coasts from invasion and attacks of a foreign foe, 
makes it a matter of leading importance, that a sys- 
tem be pursued, which shull place the resources of 
the country in a condition to be readily brought into 
action, whenever the necessity presents itself, with- 
out incurring the expense of maintaining such large 
force, when its services are not wanted. 

This, doubtless, will be found to be a task of much 
difficulty. It may, however, it is believed, in some 
measure be obtained by steadily adhering to the 
course suggested to youin a former communication 
—to provide for the collection of supplies of all the 
materials for the construction of the navy, which re- 
quire much time to put them in a condition for use, 
and which can be preserved without material deterio- 
ration or decay; to the preparation of these by season~ 


ing and other processes, and the preservation of them 
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after being so prepared, until required to be used; 
to retain no more vessels of war in commission than 
are required for the immediate wants of the service, 
and to cause those which it may be judged proper 
should be built, to be reserved on the stocks, proper- 
ly sheltered, until their services are called for by the 
national wants; to provide for the effectual repair 
and preservation of the vessels in ordinary; to ap- 
point to the service no larger number of junior ofh- 
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cers than can be kept actively employed, either at 
sea, at the stations on shore, or in the acquirement 
of a knowledge of the various branches of their pro- 
fessional education. On this latter point, it may be 
remarked, that to keep in the pay of the government, 
a greater number of these officers than can be use- 
fully employed, is not only a prodigal waste of the 
public money, but a prodigal abuse of the character 
of the youth of the country. When thus appointed 
to the navy, and taken from the guardianship of their 
natural friends, and thrown, without restraint or oc- 
cupation, upon society, it can rarely happen, that they 
escape the dissolute and enervating habits, incident 
to a life of idleness and indulgence. 

Every day’s experience gives confirmation to the 
opinion, that the worst effects to the moral and pro- 
fessional characters of the midshipmen of the navy, 
result from this state of emancipation from parental 
guardianship, unrestained by the active discipline of 
the service to which they nominally belong. 

Should the exigencies of the nation demand a sud- 
den increase of the corps, it would be far safer to 
resort to appointments made for the occasion, than to 
rely upon supernumeraries thus become negligent and 
insubordinate, and who, if brought into service, 
would rather tend to weaken, than to augment its 
strength. 

Other subjects believed to have a claim to consi- 
deration are, the state of the unsettled accounts of 
the disbursing officers, a general survey of the coasts, 
harbors, &c. The former, was broughtto your no- 
tice during the last session of congress: the latter, as 
a measure affording information on the geographical 
positions, of the principal capes and promontories, 
the depth and direction of the channels of the bays 
and harbors, &c., is a subject intimately connected 
with the security and prosperity of the U. States’ 
navy. To these your attention is again respectfully 
invited. JOHN BRANCH. 





REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

Post office department, 3Uth November, 1830. 

To the president of the United States: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following re- 
port of the transactions, condition and prospects of 
this department. 

The expenditures of the department, for the year 
commencing with the Ist of July 
1827, and extending to the Ist of 
July, 1828, were 

The receipts, being the amount of post- 


ages returned for the same period, 
were 


$1,623,893 80 


1,598,877 95 





Showing an excess of expenditure be- 
yond the revenue, for that year, of 





25,015 85 
The expenditures, from the Ist of July, 
1828, to the Ist of July, 1829, were 1,782,132 57 


The amount of postages returned for 


the same period, was 1,707,418 42 


Showing an excess of expenditure, for 


that year, of 74,714 15 





The total expenditures from the Ist of 


July, 1828, to the Ist of July, 1830, 
were 
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595,234 93 


transportation of 

the mail, 1,274,009 98 
incidental expen- 

Ses, 63,463 04 


The amount of postages returned for 
the same period, was 





1,932,707 95 


1,850,583 10 





Exhibiting an excess of expenditure be- 
yond the revenue, for this last year, 
of $2,124 85 

This deficit of the current receipts of the last year 
to meet the expenditures of the department, it will 
be observed, has notincreased, above that of the 
preceding year, in so great a ratio as that of the pre- 
ceding year increased beyond the deficit of the year 
anterior to the Ist of July, 1828. The inference de- 
duced from this fact, as well as the increasing pros- 
perity of the department, will be shown more dis- 
tinctly in an exhibit of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the department, by half years for the two 
preceding years. Thus the regular increase of the 
revenue of the department will sufficiently demon- 
strate its ability, by its future receipts, to fulfil its ex- 
tensive engagements, should no considerable charges 
be created, for a few years more, in addition to those 
incident to the present establishment. 
The expenditures for the latter half 

of the year 1828, were 








; $851,190 96 
The receipts for the same period, 826,255 36 
Excess of expenditure, 24,935 60 
The expenditures of the first half year 

of 1829, were, 930,941 61 
The receipts, 881,163 06 





Excess of expenditure, 49,778 55 








The expenditures of the second half 
year of 1829, were 











948,366 74 
The receipts, 892,827 60 
Excess of expenditure for thathalfyear 55,539 14 
The expenditures of the first half year 

of 1830, were 984,341 2] 
The receipts, 957,755 50 
Excess for the last half year, 26,585 71 





(It should be noted that the excess of this last half 
year would have appeared, as it actually was, but 
$17,019 16, had nota portion of the current expen- 
ditures that were made in the preceding year been 
entered in the accounts of the first half of the present 
year.) 

The whole amount of postages from the 

istof July, 1829, to the Ist of July 

of the present year, as presented 

in the foregoing statement, is 
The amount of postage from the Ist 


of July, 1828, to the ist of July, 
1829, was 


$1,850,583 10 











1,707,418 42 
Giving an increase in this one year, of 143,164 68 
The amount of available funds at the 

disposal of the department on the 

Ist of July, 1829, was reported to 

be 230,849 07 
Deduct the excess of expenditure for 

the last year $2,124 85 
Leaves this amount of surplus 148,724 22 
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_ The system of financial operations, as mentioned 
in my report of the last year, has fulfilled all the 
anticipations of its efficiency. The promptitude 
evinced by the ‘depositing postmasters” in general, 
and the entire certainty of the accounts, both with 
the banks and those postmasters, exclusive of the 
security in all these transactions derived to the public 
from this system, have, in no small degree, contri- 
buted to the ability of the department to meet its ex- 
tensive demands. 





In the several states, improvements in mail faci- 
lities have been loudly called for; and, in many in- 
stances, the growing population and extending set- 
tlements of the country have absolutely required 
them. In making such improvements, care has been 
taken so to extend them as to give the greatest pos- 
sible accommodation at the least expense, and in 
such a manner as would be most likely to increase 
the revenue. It is in part owing to these improve- 
ments that the amount of revenue is so much aug- 
mented, though they have, at the same time consider- 
ably increased the expenditures of the department. 
Between the Ist of July, 1829, and the Ist of July, 

1830, the transportation of the mail was increas- 

ed, in stages, equal to 745,767 miles a year; 
On horseback and insulkies, 67,104 miles a year; 
Making an annual increase 

of transportation, equal to 812,871 miles a year, 

beyond the amount of any former period. 


The annual transportation of the mail, on the Ist 
of July last, was about 9,531,577 miles in stages; 
and the whole yearly transportation in coaches, 
steamboats, sulkies, and on horseback, amounted at 


that period, to about 14,500,000 miles. 


The existing contracts for transporting the mail in 
the southern division, embracing the states of Virgi- 
nia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and the 
territory of Florida, will expire with the current 
year. In the renewal of those contracts, provision 
has been made for extending stage accommodations 
over 1,502 miles of post roads, on which the mail 
has hitherto been carried on horses only, or in 
sulkies, and on which the annual transportation in 
stages will, from the first of January next, amount 
to 278,656 miles. The frequency of trips will also be 
increased on 894 miles of existing stage routes, to 
the annual increase of 138.358 miles; making, to- 
gether, an increase of stage transportation of the mail, 
from the first of January next, of 417,014 milesa 
year. 


Provision is also made for the more frequent trans- 
portation of the mail on different routes, as follows: 
Increase of trips on horse routes 31,824 miles a year; 
Increase of trips on existing 

routes, changed from horse 

to stage routes 118,456 do. 
Increase of trips on stage routes 138,358 do. 





Making together a total in- 

crease of 288,638 do. of trans- 
portation of mails in a year, beyond the amount of 
present transportation in that division, besides the 
improvement of substituting stages for horse trans- 
portation. 

Among these improvements are included, a line of 
stages from Edenton to Washington, N. C.; from 
Newbern to Wilmington N. C.; a steam boat line 
from Wilmington to Smithville; and a line of stages 
from Smithville, N. C., to Georgetown, S.C.: all of 
which are to run twice a week each way. These ar- 
rangements will complete the regular communica- 
tion, by steam boats and stages, between Baltimore, 
Md., and Charleston, S. C., along the sea-board, by 
way of Norfolk, Va., Elizabeth city, Edenton, Wash. 
ington, Newbern, Wilmington and Smithville, N. C., 
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and Georgetown, S. C.—an accommodation desired 

alike by the public and the department. 

Provision is also made for expediting the mail on 
many important routes; among which is the whole 
route between this place and fort Mitchell, via. 
Richmond Va., Raleigh, N. C., Columbia, S. C., and 
Milledgeville, Geo.; which line will be traversed in 
two days less time than at present,.so that the mail 
willrun from this city to New Orleans in 13 days 
after the first of January next. 

Allowing the average expense of transportation, 
by horse or sulkey, to be five cents per mile, and by 
stages to be thirteen cents per mile, which is about 
the mean rate paid in the southern division, the value 
of these improvements, exclusive of the value of 
increased expedition will be as follows: 
Annualamount of transportation chang- 

ed from horses to stages, 278,656 

miles, at 8 cents per mile, (the 

mean difference) 

To be added for increased number of 
trips on the same, amounting, annu- 
ally, to 118,456 miles, at 5 cents per 
mile 5,922 §0 

Increased number of trips on former 
stage routes, amounting, annually, to 


$22,292 48 


138,358 miles, at 13 cents per mile 17,986 54 
Increased number of trips on horse 

and sulkey routes, amounting, annu- 

ally, to 31,824 miles, at 5 cents per 

mile 1,591 20 





Making the total annual value of the 
improvements $47,793 02 
The contracts have been made for the ensuing four 

years from the Ist of January next, including all 

these improvements, at a sum less than the amount 
now paid for transporting the mails in that division, 

by $25,047 87 

To this sum add the estimated value of 


the improvements, as before stated, 47,793 02 





And the actual saving to the depart- 
mentin the renewing of the contracts, 
will amount, annually, to 72,840 $9 


sesides the very considerable amount gained in 
the increased expedition of the mails on many routes 
of great interest to the community, the value of 
which cannot be well estimated. 

In this saving in the expense of the contracts, and 
the additional revenue which may be anticipated 
from the improvements they secure, together with 
the general increase of postages, whieh is still pro- 
gressive, will be seen a foundation for the belief 
which has been expressed, that the current revenue 
of the department for the succeeding year, will be 
sufficient for its disbursements. 

The rules that have been adopted in relation to 
the conduct of postmasters, placing the investiga- 
tion of all official delinquencies under the immedi- 
ate superintendence of an assistant, and subjecting 
them to the strict scrutiny of an able and vigilant 
officer, has been productive of the happiest results. 
There are, at the present time, in the United States, 
8,401 post offices; and among that number, scattered 
over the whole union, it is not possible to prevent 
disorders, to the great loss of individuals, and some- 
times of the department, without the unremitted and 
undivided attention of a competent officer. The 
duties of this branch of the department, under its 
present organization, have, however, been so dis- 
charged as to secure as great a degree of confidence 
in the fidelity of its officers, generally, as could have 
existed in any former period, when the number was 
comparetively small. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
very obedient servant, W. T. BARRY. 
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